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Our Story
VSA Singapore was set up on 21 January 1995 as a public 
company limited by guarantee. It was registered under the 
Charities Act on 5 September 1995. VSA is approved as an 
Institution of Public Character (IPC), administered by Ministry 
of Social and Family Development.

Mission, Vision & Objective
Mission
To create and provide access and opportunities for people 
with disabilities through the arts.

Vision
A world where people with disabilities are empowered 
through the arts, contribute to and integrate with the 
community.

Objective
The objective of VSA Singapore is to enrich and enable 
the lives of people with disabilities through the arts. As the 
leading arts organisation for people with disabilities, VSA 
Singapore provides access to the arts by working with schools, 
VWOs, communities and individuals to conduct arts classes, 
workshops, learning journeys and other activities.

Policies
Funding Sources
Our funding sources are from government grants (e.g. 
National Council of Social Service and National Arts Council), 
income from fees, sale of merchandise and artworks, as well 
as donations from individuals and corporations.

Volunteers
VSA Singapore enlists and involves volunteers in its 
programmes for persons with disabilities. Volunteers help in 
various areas: from guiding participants during art lessons to 
rendering assistance to administrative functions.
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

Andrew Liew

If life is an adventure, then FY 2017/18 was a bold and exciting year with many new 
initiatives and milestones as VSA turned 25 years old in Singapore. 
 
Founded in 1993 by Singapore’s Ambassador-at-large , Professor Tommy Koh, VSA 
has been a leading advocate of disabled arts providing classes and coaching in music, 
dance, theatre, literary, visual arts, etc. for rehabilitation, therapy, and fun! VSA also 
provides opportunities for our beneficiaries to perform and exhibit thereby facilitating 
their integration into society. In the past year, we developed an artists-in-training 
programme to identify those with interest and talent and expose them to artists/artistes 
with and without disability so as to nurture their talents, hone their skills, and bring out 
their full potential. 
 
Some Milestones 
 
In FY 2017/18, VSA is proud to have achieved the following milestones: 
 
- Organised the Asia Pacific True Colours Festival For Artistes With Disabilities in March 
2018 at the Singapore Indoor Stadium. This event is unprecedented in size and scope in 
Asia Pacific with participants from over 18 countries including the UK, Canada and the 
USA, and an audience of more than 10,000 over a three day period.  
 
The Festival comprised an indoor concert attended by President Halimah, an outdoor 
festival at the Sports Hub, theatre performances, a visual arts exhibition, an international 
conference and UN dialogue session on disability.The Festival was sponsored and 
supported by the Nippon Foundation and UNESCO.

 
- Co-organised the Inaugural Arts and Disabilities International Conference 2018 with 
the National Arts Council which featured renowned speakers and was attended by 400 
participants from ASEAN, USA and Japan.

 
- Collaborated with a professional inclusive theatre company from South Australia called 
No Strings Attached to provide our budding thespians from VSA’s own Very Special 
Theatrics exposure to best-in-class methodology in disabled theatre.

 
- Transformation of our Bedok Centre into a high quality art space and office comprising 
art training studios, ceramic/pottery studio, artists-in-residence rooms, a calming room 
and an artists-in-training studio. The “new” centre was opened on 2nd December 2018. 
 
What’s Next For VSA? 
 
As the mobility of disabled persons is a challenge, VSA needs to expand the number of 
centres to serve other geographic areas in Singapore beyond our two centres which are 
located in the East. We also need to serve more beneficiaries in non-traditional segments 
such as the elderly and minorities. 

 
We are embarking on a major initiative to significantly improve our curriculum and the 
quality of our instruction.

 
We hope to report on these new initiatives in our next annual report. 
As this is our 25th Anniversary, our calendar this year is full of exciting new initiatives to 
raise funds such as a gala dinner and a charity golf event. You can also look forward to 
a revamped and exciting new version of our Welcome To My World concert. 
 
Our Appreciation 
 
We would not have been able to celebrate 25 years of success in advancing the cause 
of disabled arts if not for the sterling and unwavering support of our partners, sponsors, 
government agencies, volunteers, care givers, faculty, staff, and of course our brave 
beneficiaries whose determination and talents have given us the inspiration and courage 
to be bold and daring in advancing the cause of disabled arts.
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Ms Maureen Goh

Charity Registration Number 01118

Unique Entity Number (UEN) 199500567G

Institution of Public Character 15 October 2013 to 14 February 2016
 01 February 2016 to 31 January 2018

Office Addresses/Contact VSA Art Space @ Bedok
 Block 133 Bedok North Avenue 3
 #01-138
 Singapore 460133
 Telephone: +65 6448 6275
 Fax: +65 6441 6403

 VSA Art Space @ Changi
 5 Changi Business Park Central 1
 #03-01 Changi City Point
 Singapore 486038
 Telephone: +65 6604 9431
 Fax: +65 6441 6403

 Email: general@vsa.org.sg
 Website: www.vsa.org.sg
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/vsa.singapore
 Instagram: @vsasingaporeltd 

Banker Malayan Banking Berhad
 OCBC Bank

Auditor Suhaimi Salleh & Associates

ABOUT VERY SPECIAL ARTS
SINGAPORE LIMITED

STAFFING
As at 31 March 2017, there were eight full-time staff employed by 
VSA Singapore.

Executive Director Ms Maureen Goh

Date of Appointment 5 September 2016
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S 
MESSAGE

FY 2017/2018 was a fantastic year for VSA! 

Just to highlight a few:

• We moved back to newly minted art studio spaces and office at Bedok in 
September and did our opening in December 2017. We are very grateful to 
Tote Board (Care & Share), UOB and Capitaland for their support to making 
it happen.

• We organised True Colours, the first Asia-Pacific Festival showcasing the 
talents of artistes with disabilities from about 15 countries in a 3-day indoor 
and outdoor concerts as well as the inaugural Arts & Disability International 
Conference in March 2018. We are thankful for the generosity of The Nippon 
Foundation who was our main presenter as well as other partners such as 
UNESCO, APCD, DBS, NAC, BC, SIF, MCCY, Singapore Pools and many, 
many more. 

• Our actors from our first inclusive theatre, Very Special Theatrics, which started 
in January 2017, were commissioned to perform Peter & the Wolf at Victoria 
Concert Hall, under SSO’s Organ Series 2017 in June 2017.  They performed 
“My Home is Not a Shell” with their collaborator, No Strings Attached (NSA) 
from South Australia, at the True Colours Festival in 2018.

• Our participants from the Literary Art programme was invited for the first time, 
to hold a poetry recital at the Singapore Writers Festival in November 2017 
at the Arts House. 

Our team of 8 staff may be small but we are dynamic.  This can be seen in the 
following:

• Number single or unique beneficiaries served through our weekly classes:  
350.

• Number of lives touched through our activities: more than 1000 from annual 
concert, national art competition, art exhibitions and other platforms; and 
more than 10,000 through True Colours Festival (indoor & outdoors) and 
International Conference.

• Number of activities (excluding classes):  approx. 50 in FY 17/18.

In the area of expenditure and funds raised:

• Total expenditure was $4.25 million (FY 17/18) compared to $1.16 million 
(FY 16/17). The increase was due mainly to the True Colours Festival, the first 
Asia-Pacific Festival of Artistes with Disabilities, which cost $2.87 million.  This 
amount was funded largely by The Nippon Foundation and other local and 
international partners.

• Donation received was doubled in FY 17/18 compared to FY 16/17 due to 
generosity of a few large donors who helped to enable the renovation of the 
Bedok Centre. 

• The net loss of $99,351 would be met next FY through the reimbursement by 
Care & Share grant. 

VSA, being such a lean team, depends very much on volunteers.  We are very 
thankful to our 342 volunteers who are helping and supporting us in various 
ways.  This is a 37% growth in number of volunteers compared to the same 
period in last FY.  We have started a Volunteer Management System and 
hopes this will help the numbers to grow through regular engagement and 
empowerment.  

In the area of marketing and PR, VSA was able to 
achieve the following in FY 17/18:

Number of likes in Facebook: 2125
Number of followers in Facebook: 2127 
Number of posts in Instagram: 87
Number of website views: 5825
Number of mentions in media: 48 (Facebook mentions, 
online articles), 9 (newspaper mentions) 

Our focus in FY 17/18 was about attaining quality 
both for our organisation and our beneficiaries:

• Strengthening our purpose and thus, the programmes 
we are offering 

- We created pathways for persons with disabilities 
(PWD) in the arts.  We created VOICES (artists-in-training 
programme) to have focused training in an area of art 
which the PWD has interest and talent to develop in.
- We reviewed and strengthened our Visual Art curriculum.

• Strengthening our processes
- We worked on establishing a Risk Management Framework 
& awareness amongst our staff, beneficiaries and parents;
- We recruited key volunteers to help us look at governance 
and finance;
- We started looking at IT to cut down on our processes.

• Strengthening our capabilities
- We established two roles in the organisation: 
fundraising and outreach; and marketing 

Our focus for next FY is to continue with our vision and 
mission, in particular, strengthening our pathways 
and offering of programmes and activities to help our 
beneficiaries to become better artists and artistes, to attain 
Quality of Life through the processes and to advocate for 
inclusion by showcasing great works by the artists/artistes 
with disabilities.

VSA Patron, Professor Tommy Koh with Team VSA (staff and interns)



The True Colours Festival – Asia Pacific Celebration of 
Artistes with Disabilities, was launched in Singapore and held 
between 22 and 25 March 2018 at the Sports Hub. 

Presented by The Nippon Foundation and UNESCO, 
and produced by VSA Singapore, this full-bodied festival 
comprised:

• a multimedia concert featuring more than 200 performing 
artistes with disabilities from 18 countries at the Singapore 
Indoor Stadium; 

• the inaugural Arts and Disability International Conference 
2018 that encouraged participants from around the world 
to network and exchange insights and perspectives in arts 
and disability; 

• an Artists Open Dialogue that brought together artists with 
disabilities with various stakeholders to discuss how artists 
with disabilities can more actively and on an equal basis 
participate in cultural life; 

• a free outdoor festival village at OCBC Square where 
visitors could participate in activities to experience what 
persons with disabilities go through in their daily lives, 
purchase VSA merchandise and Crafters’ Guild items, and 
take part in art workshops led by VSA beneficiaries; 

• “My Home is Not a Shell”, a double-bill performance by 
Very Special Theatrics and No Strings Attached Australia, 
co-organised by VSA and the Singapore International 
Foundation, and featured actors from VST;

• the VSA Art Exhibition featuring works by VSA artists 
based on their various interpretations of the theme, ‘True 
Colours’; and

• the True Colours Dance-Along at OCBC Square in which 
140 participants from all walks and stages of life danced to 
Sia’s Wild Ones.

The entire festival aimed to raise public awareness about 
persons with disabilities. Attended by President Halimah 
Yacob, the indoor concert drew an audience of almost 8000 
people, not counting the wider crowd that came for the 
outdoor festival around the Sports Hub.

On 2 December 2017, VSA Art Space @ Bedok was 
re-opened after five months of renovation and 
refurbishment. The opening ceremony was graced by 
guest-of-honour and Member of Parliament Mr Lee Yi 
Shyan, VSA board members Mr Patrick Tan and Ms Wendy 
Stimpson, as well as representatives from donors UOB and 
Capitaland, Ms Lisar Soh and Ms Lydia Ang respectively. 
Together with VSA executive director Ms Maureen Goh, 
they stamped their handprints on the wall inside the centre 
entrance to mark the event. 

Not only was the floor area expanded to a total of 355 m2, the 
new design included a ceramic art studio, a dedicated studio 
for the VOICES programme, two artist studios for professional 
artists-in-residence to mentor our beneficiaries, and a ‘calm’ 
room for those needing privacy to cope with sensory overload. 
As part of the re-opening, we offered free art workshops, 
performances and other activities that attracted many visitors, 
such as beneficiaries, their parents, volunteers, artists with 
disability and members of the public. 

The renovation and reopening were made possible by many 
generous donors, partners, supporters, parents and volunteers. 
In particular, VSA would like to thank Republic Polytechnic, UOB, 
Capitaland, and the Care and Share Fund. 

VOICES - Programme 
to train artists/artistes

True Colours Festival Re-creating VSA Bedok

HIGHLIGHTS 
TOWARDS EXCELLENCE (FY17/18):
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VOICES (Voice of Individual’s Creative ExpressionS) is an 
enhancement programme that VSA has been developing to act as a 
possible pathway for our beneficiaries to become full fledged artists/
artistes. 
 
It begins with the evaluation of the individual’s artistic ability and 
interest levels. This is followed by enrolment of the beneficiary 
into specific classes that nurture his/her skill sets through art 
appreciation excursions and mentoring by a professional. Finally, to 
promote confidence, his/her works will be exhibited or showcased at 
appropriate platforms. 



VSA
     ENGAGES

At VSA, platforms such as the annual art 
competition, concert and exhibitions are 
organised for our beneficiaries to engage 
with the community and vice versa.
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Annual Art Competition
Since 2003, VSA has organised annual art competitions for children 
and youth with special needs to encourage more participation in 
the arts. Each competition is followed by an exhibition to showcase 
winning and commendable entries at Forum The Shopping Mall.

“Do You See What I See?” was the title of VSA’s 15th edition of its 
annual art competition for children and youths with disability. In 
line with its goal to discover and showcase more talents within the 
disabled community, VSA added a Young Adults category for those 
with disability aged 21 to 35. A total of 466 entries were received 
from 24 mainstream and special education schools, as well as 
related organisations, including 62 entries in the Young Adults 
category.

In the follow-up art exhibition entitled, “What’s Impossible When 
I’m Possible”, over 150 artworks created by participants from 
more than 17 organisations and special education schools in 
Singapore were exhibited at Forum The Shopping Mall from 
15 to 24 September 2017. Mr Baey Yam Keng, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, graced the 
opening ceremony on 15 September 2017. About 150 visitors from 
special education schools and VWOs attended the exhibition and 
concurrent craft workshops. The venue also enabled convenient 
access and mass outreach to the general public.

Annual Concert
Since 2008, VSA has organised its annual Welcome To My World 
concert to showcase the best in performing arts by artistes with 
disabilities. The 9th edition of VSA’s annual showpiece, Welcome 
to My World – A Concert by People with Disabilities, was held on 
13 August 2017 at The Republic Cultural Centre. The guest-of-
honour was Mr Tan Chuan-Jin, then Minister for Social and Family 
Development. 

Helmed by artistic director Mr R. Chandran, the concert comprised 
222 performers and 32 teachers and chaperons from 15 groups. 
A combined choir from four special education schools and the 
ITE Show Choir sang ‘Is Beautiful’ and ‘Go Distance’ along 
with Benjamin Kheng from local band, Sam Willows. There was 
also hip-hop dancing by Redeafination, Community Drumming 
from Global ArtsCare, and a performance by VSA’s Very Special 
Theatrics. All performers, led by Amy J. Cheng and Benjamin 
Kheng, danced and sang joyously together in the finale item, 
highlighting the sub-theme, “We are one community”. Fringe 
activities to showcase VSA’s professional and budding artists and 
their talent and booths selling VSA crafts and merchandise were 
another highlight. 

The concert was made possible by the support of volunteers from 
Republic Polytechnic, Anglo-Chinese Junior College and Temasek 
Polytechnic; Republic Polytechnic; National Arts Council; Fly 
Entertainment Pte Ltd; Lee Foundation; Singapore Pools (Private) 
Limited; and Skyy Creative Consultant Pte Ltd. 

ANNUAL EVENTS
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Annual Exhibitions
The annual art exhibitions provide platforms to showcase 
the creative talents of our beneficiaries and provide 
a means for them to obtain financial independence 
through the arts.

Welcome to Paradise 
VSA’s annual art exhibition, Welcome to Paradise, 
featured a total of 100 paintings at Changi City Point 
Mall from 17 to 23 July 2017. The theme spurred our 
VSA artists to visualise their idea of paradise and bring it 
to reality via their art pieces. The theme also alluded to 
VSA’s sixth year at Changi City Point and complemented 
the mall’s flora and fauna features.

People, Places & Pieces
Supported by the National Arts Council, People, Places & Pieces 
is part of VSA Singapore’s on-going exhibition series to showcase 
and sell artworks by artists with disabilities. Our artists shared their 
memories about these three Ps that matter to them through the 
media of paintings, photography and glasswork. More than 90 
pieces of artworks were exhibited at ION Orchard’s ION (Art) Gallery 
from 20 to 26 October 2017. The guest-of-honour, Mr Low Eng 
Teong, Assistant Chief Executive (Sector Development), National Arts 
Council. The opening ceremony also saw volunteer singer, Nadia, 
together with our APEX ukulele student, Jonathan Godwin Tan, 
performing ‘Stand By Me’, ‘Save My World’ and ‘Fireworks’.

ANNUAL EVENTS



ANNUAL EVENTS VSA
     ENABLES

At VSA, classes and workshops 
help our beneficiaries gain skills 
and further their interest in art.
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Confidence Through Clay

Three clay workshops were first conducted in March 2017. Further workshops held during the June 2017 holidays generated 
more interest. There are now four regular classes catering to 19 beneficiaries. In June 2018, we held a sculpture portrait 
workshop. The primary technique that students learn is hand-building – one of the oldest methods of pottery-making. Through 
better understanding of the clay in their hands, our students acquire important skills that allow them to manipulate and shape 
clay into whatever they envision.

VISUAL ARTS
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PERFORMING ARTS

Lil Wings with Lauren Yeo 
In celebration of the United Nations International Day of 
Peace, VSA’s creative dance group performed before a huge 
crowd at Shangri-La Hotel on 20 September 2017. Dancing 
together with their friend Lauren Yeo, the dancers moved 
to the sounds of ‘Heal the World’. In line with the theme 
of peace between all nations, different coloured bow ties 
filled the shirts of the boys. Through this item, the dancers 
showcased to various embassies in Singapore how social 
differences can be united through movement and music.

Ukulele Uplift
As part of The Esplanade’s Octoburst! 
Children’s Festival, VSA’s Ukulele Ensemble 
was invited to perform at the Open Stage, 
Library@Esplanade on 7 October 2017. 
Together with their beloved volunteer Ms 
Carmi, our ukulele students put up two 
songs, ‘Firework’ and ‘Better Place’. The 
intimate setting was a perfect opportunity 
for the ensemble to showcase their skills.

Our performing arts-based programme provides avenues for learning in areas such as speech and drama, creative 
dance, music and percussion. Programmes include weekly classes, unique holiday workshops, fun excursions and public 
performances by our beneficiaries.

VSA takes pride in developing a wide range of visual arts-based programmes for people with disabilities of all ages 
to foster interaction, self-development and expression. We focus on drawing, painting, ceramics, and other mediums. 
Activities include regular visual arts classes held weekly during the school term and special holiday workshops. 

Classes
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LITERARY ARTS

VSA OUT LOUD: Debut at SWF 
2017
For the first time, VSA Singapore had the honour 
of being featured at the Singapore Writers Festival. 
On 9 November 2017 at the Arts House, nine 
of our students read aloud their poems to a full 
house. Their texts, based on the theme ‘Aram’ 
(Tamil for ‘goodness’), were created during a four-
week workshop conducted by Writing Through 
that was designed to foster and encourage the 
students’ creativity in a safe environment. Chng 
Seok Tin, VSA’s visual and literary artist, also 
presented two of her Chinese poems with the help 
of translator Siah Sheng Yuan. Next was a panel 
discussion that included Ms Chng, Chong Yao 
Qing (a performer who has ASD), VSA staff Magali 
Finet, Writing Through facilitator Patty Bierley, and 
moderator Aaron Lee.
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VOICES

Thanks to the United States Embassy, David Mack, the American comic book author and artist, spent some time with 
our VOICES artists-in-training and art teacher at the VSA Art Space (Changi City Point) on 15 September 2017. Besides 
showing his past works, which include the opening title of the popular TV series Jessica Jones, he performed ‘live’ drawing 
demonstrations and generously gave each participant a print as a souvenir.

We Didn’t Expect That!

During May 2017, a total of 18 student-artists, between the ages of 14 to 28, presented their works at the annual VOICES 
exhibition that had the theme of “We didn’t expect that!”. They included youngsters with autism spectrum disorder, Down 
Syndrome, hearing loss and learning challenges. Under their mentors’ guidance, they put up art works of professional 
quality and which incorporated the authenticity of their unique and lived experiences. In addition, three publicly well-received 
workshops (which focused on drawing, drum painting and 3D pen) were conducted by Kenneth Lee, Cavan Chang and Jacob 
Tan respectively.

David Mack Visits VSA

VOICES (Voice of Individual’s Creative ExpressionS) is a programme that nurtures the artistic ability and talent of the 
persons with special needs and develops them into visual artists or craftsmen or performing artistes.

Our literary arts-based programme provides workshops in poetry, short stories and other forms of creative writing as 
well as organises public performances under the name of VSA OUT LOUD. 



VSA
     EMPOWERS
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At VSA, we help our 
artists gain financial 
independence and career 
opportunities by giving 
them access to empower 
themselves.

VSA
     EMPOWERS



Lipstick Art
Raffles City Singapore collaborated with VSA in a project to transform mundane objects into works of art and bring the arts 
closer to the people. Cultural Medallion recipient Chng Seok Tin was commissioned to create an installation from 4,000 
lipsticks donated by the public between March and September 2017. The artwork by the visually impaired, multiple award-
winning printmaker, sculptor and multimedia artist was publicly displayed between November 2017 and January 2018 at 
Raffles City Level 3 Atrium. The entire project also allowed Raffles City and Capitaland Hope Foundation to raise funds for VSA 
and their beneficiaries.

Art Lessons at Visual Arts Centre
Thanks to the kind support of Visual Arts Centre, 
VSA Artists have been taking subsidised oil painting 
classes at Visual Arts Centre since February 2017. 

This initiative has helped our artists to refine their 
painting techniques, improve their ability to present 
better works that can be sold during VSA’s annual 
art exhibitions, and move closer towards gaining 
financial independence. 
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ALIVE
The ALIVE (Arts for Livelihood and Employment) Programme aims to offer lifelong learning and career opportunities 
for people with disabilities, as well as equipping them with the skills and confidence that will enable them to find 
employment and independence.

ALIVE
The ALIVE (Arts for Livelihood and Employment) Programme aims to offer lifelong learning and career opportunities 
for people with disabilities, as well as equipping them with the skills and confidence that will enable them to find 
employment and independence.

Vocational Arts Training
Audrey Wong: “Sustainability in the Arts”
On 24 August 2017, VSA hosted the second in a series of talks specially catered for participants in the ALIVE programme. 
Audrey Wong, who heads the School of Creative Industries at LASALLE College of the Arts, gave a lecture on the crucial 
questions facing all artists and arts organisations: How can they make a living from their artistic activities? Is it a must for an 
artist to obtain funding from the National Arts Council to get by? What are the other strategies and tools to help the artist 
sustain their art-making? The enlightening and thought-provoking session explored the funding and sustainability challenges 
in the Singapore arts sector, and also facilitated a discussion about possible income generation and fundraising models.

Singapore Insights from the Inside: 
Volume III
Singapore Insights from the Inside is a book that the 
Singapore International Foundation publishes every 
three years to enable foreign friends to better appreciate 
Singapore. The focus of Volume III (published in April 
2018) was on how communities within Singapore 
and ASEAN can improve the world and foster mutual 
understanding. VSA Artist-in-training, Amelia Tan, was 
commissioned to produce an illustration to anchor the 
‘Inclusiveness’ section of this book. Her artwork features 
a heroine and her sidekick being cheered on by a crowd 
as they take down discrimination together. The picture 
honours the rights of women and people with disabilities 
– an aspiration for an inclusive ASEAN community. 



Performance Engagements
Besides having commissions for visual arts, we also cater to performance 
engagements for our artistes.

Festive Cheer with SMRT
Daniel Ng and Robert Tan were commissioned by SMRT last Christmas 
and Chinese New Year to liven up mundane commutes for members of 
the public. Radiating cheery vibes, they sang festive songs at various MRT 
stations. They infused Malay, Tamil and Chinese words into Christmas 
classics, making their listeners smile. At Chinese New Year, they entertained 
with Chinese oldies that even youngsters enjoyed. In conjunction with 
Valentine’s Day for the final CNY Cheer session, they crooned some mellow 
love songs. Delighted commuters loved interacting with the duo and often 
made song requests. Overall, it was wonderful to see people having a good 
time amidst as they made their way to their respective destinations.

Very Special Theatrics
Very Special Theatrics (VST) is an inclusive theatre 
company which places persons with special needs 
at its core. Established in January 2017, VST is a 
partnership between VSA and ACT 3 Theatrics. Its 
performers include persons with disabilities and theatre 
practitioners. Birds & Butterflies was VST’s successful 
debut production in February. VST then scaled greater 
heights with its next production, Peter & the Wolf, 

that the Victoria Concert Hall commissioned ACT 3 
Theatrics to stage under its VCH Organ Series 2017. 
Peter & the Wolf played to full houses for both shows 
on 18 June 2017. VST also performed at VSA’s annual 
Welcome to My World 2017 concert at The Republic 
Cultural Centre on 13 August, with a re-staging of 
Birds & Butterflies.

ALIVE
The ALIVE (Arts for Livelihood and Employment) Programme aims to offer lifelong learning and career opportunities 
for people with disabilities, as well as equipping them with the skills and confidence that will enable them to find 
employment and independence.

Merchandise
VSA launched two new collections of merchandise in November 2017. Available for sale are the illustrated series of folders, 
tumblers, notebooks, framed art prints and badges designed by Muhammad Noh. “I am a Very Special Pouch” featuring 
artwork by Zoe Tan and “I am a Very Special Backpack” with artwork by Amelia Tan were also launched as part of the “I 
AM A VERY SPECIAL PROJECT” collection.

Crafters’ Guild
The VSA Crafters’ Guild provides training for our artists to become skilled crafters. Guild members attend weekly sessions to 
learn new techniques and refine their skills. Their handmade crafts are then put up for sale at events throughout the year.

ALIVE
The ALIVE (Arts for Livelihood and Employment) Programme aims to offer lifelong learning and career opportunities 
for people with disabilities, as well as equipping them with the skills and confidence that will enable them to find 
employment and independence.
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VSA
  ENRICHES

OUTREACH

SG Cares Carnival
This year, VSA Singapore had the honour of being part of the SG Cares 
Carnival 2018 on 13 January 2018 at Our Tampines Hub. Jointly 
organised by MediaCorp and SG Cares, the carnival aimed at fostering 
a more caring and inclusive Singapore for all. At our booth, we sold VSA 
merchandise and conducted art workshops for the public.  

One of the highlights of the event was the visit by Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong. Introduced to the VSA booth by Mr Ang Hak Seng, Deputy 
Secretary of SG Cares and MCCY, PM Lee was made acquainted with 
VSA’s programmes and the True Colours Festival as well as some of our 
beneficiaries. We then gave to PM Lee the SG Cares wristband created by 
our ALERT beneficiary, Vicki Tan. 

Last but not least, Fern Wong, one of our VOICES artists, presented to 
him her intricate painting of a school of fish made of small dots. PM Lee 
helped to complete the artwork by adding a few dots to the eye of a small 
fish.
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Chiltern House
From 14 to 16 March, VSA Singapore conducted an 
outreach programme at Chiltern House Preschool 
to raise awareness among young children about 
the talent of persons with disabilities. VSA Cajon 
teacher Irwan and beneficiaries Gary, Der Shiun, 
Nabil, Daniel and Timothy performed a short item 
and involved the preschool students in play through 
a call-and-response technique. Regardless of their 
age or disabilities, all participants used home-made 
shakers to play music together. Showing the Chiltern 
House student photographs of people with disabilities 
performing or creating art works, VSA then shared 
about arts and disabilities. The students asked 
numerous questions and were in awe of the VSA 
artists. As a token of appreciation, Chiltern House 
presented goodie bags to the VSA artists.

OUTREACH
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Revamping Communication Efforts

MARKETING

March 2017

April 2018

1685 1653
Page
Likes

Page
Followers

4788
Website
Views

2125 2127
Page 
Likes

Page 
Followers

5825
Website
Views 2017 2018

To ensure that word of our classes, workshops and events 
are put out both effectively and efficiently, efforts have been 
consolidated on selected platforms such as Facebook, Instagram 
and the VSA website. Announcements, pre-event and post 
events posts are being updated more frequently and consistently 
according to our social media calendar to ensure that members 
of the public are constantly kept in the loop of our happenings. 
A new set of marketing collaterals (e.g. programme brochures, 
donation brochures and pull-up banners) was also launched 
with a fresher look with updated programme information.

Facebook & Website
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FUNDRAISING

On 5 October 2017 at the subcontractors’ dinner held for 
their 90th Anniversary, Woh Hup conducted a live auction 
for VSA and raised $103,440 in total, five times the original 
target of $20,000. Woh Hup had purchased five paintings by 
VSA beneficiaries Aaron Yap, Noah Tan Kai, Cavan Cheng, 
Carrichel Lim and Floyd Thien at the VOICES We Didn’t 
Expect That! exhibition held in May 2017. The paintings were 
then auctioned at the dinner which was attended by more 
than 150 contractors.

VSA Singapore would like to extend its heartfelt gratitude to 
Woh Hup Executive Director, Mr Eugene Yong, as well as their 
staff and all the donors for their support.

Fundraising remains an important facet as VSA works towards becoming self-sustainable in the long run. 

Woh Hup

28    VERY SPECIAL ARTS SINGAPORE

To commemorate its 10th anniversary, Strike Academy Pte 
Ltd helped raise funds for VSA Singapore. Strike Academy 
donated 71 bowling pins for VSA Singapore. Over the 
course of six months, workshop sessions were organised 
for beneficiaries of all ages and abilities to turn the 
bowling pins into works of art.

Strike Academy

FUNDRAISING
Fundraising remains an important facet as VSA works towards becoming self-sustainable in the long run. 

On 2 September 2017, the decorated bowling pins were put 
up for auction at Temasek Club’s bowling alley during Strike 
Academy’s 10th Anniversary celebrations. A total of $16,000 
was raised, thanks to donors’ generosity and support. VSA 
artist Raymond Lau made a special token of appreciation for 
the guest-of-honour Ms Jessie Phua, President of the Singapore 
Bowling Federation. VSA beneficiaries Noah Tan, Ezra Chan 
and Cavan Cheng also turned up for the event and shared 
their art and experiences with the guests of Strike Academy. 
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Volunteers
To express our gratitude, VSA Singapore regularly hosts 
thank-you sessions for our volunteers and donors. Such 
events also serve to review VSA’s past events, promote 
upcoming events, find out what volunteers are interested in, 
and garner feedback on how to improve our programmes.

The evening of 8 June 2017 at the VSA Art Space at 
Changi City Point was an occasion to party and learn for 
23 volunteers and donors. VSA Executive Director Maureen 
Goh welcomed attendees and Senior Executive Magali 
Finet gave programme updates. VOICE beneficiary Joshua 
German put up a special jazz piano performance. VSA 
staff Mr Shaudin Othman and teacher Francis Poon also 
conducted educational talks on “Supporting Learning 
Needs” and “How Visual Arts Helps People with Autism”.

VSA also organised another volunteer appreciation party 
on the evening of  8 December at VSA Art Space at Changi 
City Point where 21 volunteers and 11 staff and interns 
were present. 

VSA’s very own inclusive theatre company, Very Special 
Theatrics, presented their newly created production, “A 
Christmas Surprise” and VSA Chairman Andrew Liew, gave 
a welcome address to the attendees. Guests were invited 
to join the dinner reception where VSA’s APEX programme 
beneficiary, Foo Tong Keen and teacher, Samuel Kwan 
serenaded the audience with a violin performance. 

Thereafter, the VSA staff in charge of their respective 
programmes updated the volunteers about new 
opportunities for volunteering and VSA Board Director 
Ms Juliana Lim and Executive Director Ms Maureen Goh, 
presented certificates of appreciation to all volunteers to 
thank them for their wonderful support towards VSA.

VOLUNTEERISM

Total no. of volunteers= 323

With less than ten staff members, VSA is a small organisation that relies heavily on volunteers to help us with our 
classes, workshops, events, committees and administrative work. 

GOVERNANCE

VSA Board of Directors for FY 2017/2018

VSA Corporate Secretary 
for FY 2017/2018

Patron

 

Mr Andrew Liew
Chairman

Ms Chia Yong Yong

Ms Chan Su-Lynn Jacqueline 
Board Member 

Ms Juliana Patricia Lim
Board Member

Professor Tommy Koh

Mr Tan Keng Sin Patrick
Board Member 

Ms Sim Hsien Lin Audrey
Board Member

Ms Stimpson Wendy Helen
Board Member
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