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Our Story
VSA Singapore was set up on 21 January 1995
as a public company limited by guarantee. It was
registered under the Charities Act on 5 September
1995. VSA Singapore is approved as an Institution
of Public Character (IPC), administered by the
Ministry of Social and Family Development.

Chairman’s Message

Executive Director’s
Message

About Very Special Arts
Singapore

VSA(S) Enables

Mission

To create and provide access and opportunities for
people with disabilities through the arts.

Vision

A world where people with disabilities are
empowered through the arts, contribute to and
integrate with the community.

Purpose

The objective of VSA Singapore is to enrich and
enable people with disabilities through the arts.
As a leading arts organisation for people with
disabilities, VSA Singapore provides access to the
arts through organising arts classes, workshops,
learning journeys, showcase platforms and other
activities.

VSA(S) Empowers

VSA(S) Engages

VSA(S) Enriches

Governance

Financial Statement

Policies

Funding Sources

Our funding sources are from government grants
(e.g. National Council of Social Service, National
Arts Council and Cultural Matching Fund), income
from fees, sale of merchandise and artwork, as well
as sponsorships and donations from individuals
and corporations.

Volunteers

VSA Singapore enlists and involves volunteers
in its programmes for persons with disabilities.
Volunteers help in various areas, from guiding
participants during art lessons to rendering
assistance to administrative functions.
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Chairman’s Message

Executive Director’s Message

“It is not right to consider our art workers as
non-essential. Without them Singapore would
be a cultural desert”

FY 19/20 was a year of reflection for all of us at VSA
Singapore. It was a year of unexpected events and crises
and where we saw the human spirit not only facing and
overcoming the crises but also thriving from them. The
human spirit is defined as the spiritual and mental part
of humanity. It includes our intellect, emotions, fears,
passions and creativity. It is about resiliency, a “never
say die” attitude and also, thinking of not just me but
how can I help others.

- Prof Tommy Koh, Singapore’s Ambassador-At-Large and
Patron/Founder of Very Special Arts Singapore

In Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, the arts may not be
anywhere near the top. But access to the arts particularly
for the disabled, far from being a luxury, has never
been more critical than at the present time in meeting
the mental, emotional and psychological needs of
this vulnerable group in our community. Very Special
Arts Singapore [VSA(S)] goes significantly beyond the
therapeutic benefits of the arts by supporting our
beneficiaries in obtaining financial independence
through arts and arts creation, thereby facilitating their
integration into mainstream society.

new directives from government agencies; colleagues
working to support and help one another out as working
from home very soon lost its novelty and cabin fever
started to be felt; volunteers, agencies and even new
people registered their interest to help us. COVID-19
did not consume us. We thrived from it — learning new
skills; using technology to offer online lessons for our
beneficiaries; working with our teachers and parents
how to offer lessons that could benefit them; contacting
each professional artist from our professional artist
programme to see how they were doing and identifying
ways to help them to connect to sources of funds and
sharing with them how to do their work online; last but
not least, re-thinking and coming up with new ways
to fundraise at a time where there was no income and
every charity was looking for support.

The Bicentennial Project

At VSA(S), we started the year celebrating our nation’s
200th year since the founding of Singapore by Sir
Stamford Raffles. We initiated the idea of coming
up with four wall murals, each depicting 50 years of
Singapore’s achievements since 1819. The purpose of
this project was to advocate for inclusivity and for the
public to see the ability (or talent) in the disability. We
wanted this mural-making to be a community-led event
by people with disabilities, and to bring it to the four
corners of Singapore (North, South, East & West). An
immense project, it was not unexpected to face some
hiccups along the way but we succeeded in seeing it
through to its final mural launched at Tampines Hub on
17 August 2019. The success of the project was due to
strong team work — from our partners and community
of artists, beneficiaries, parents, volunteers and staff —
and the negotiation, creativity and the coming together
of everyone involved with a single purpose, i.e., to make
things happen. This is human spirit.

Amid the coronavirus pandemic, support for access
by the disabled to the arts takes on an even greater
urgency as charities face the dual challenges of
diminishing donations due to the economic downturn,
and restrictions on mass fundraising events and class
sizes due to physical distancing restrictions.
The pandemic has also hastened the need for VWOs to
adopt digitalization and VSA(S) is placing this strategy
at the front and center of our efforts to not just survive
but succeed sustainably. VSA(S) has embraced and
embarked on the journey of digital transformation
by creating home-based learning sessions for visual,
performing and literary art programs to engage our
beneficiaries online. We are also adopting technology
to meet our operational needs from fundraising to
online sales, from managing and scheduling classes to
automation of back end processes.

Chng Seok Tin (1946 – 2019)

We lost our dear friend and VSA(S) Artist, Chng Seok Tin,
in 2019. She epitomised the meaning of human spirit
even right to the very end. After living a sighted life for
more than 30 years, Seok Tin became blind in 1988. I
cannot imagine what she would have felt then and how
she coped. But coped she did. Not only did she cope,
but she also thrived under those circumstances. She
continued with life as a visual artist, a prolific poet and a
speaker. She participated in exhibitions and talks both
locally and abroad. She also had time to share wise words
with her ex-students, her artist-friends and some of our
beneficiaries from VSA(S). A woman of inner strength
and generous spirit, Seok Tin did not let anything get
her down; before she passed on she had continued to
express interest in doing things for VSA(S)’s beneficiaries
and had asked that we start an education scholarship for
the needy students with special needs who wanted to
excel in the art. The scholarship will be funded initially
from the sales of her artworks. Thank you, Seok Tin, on
behalf of VSA(S) and all our beneficiaries and new ones
to come. We appreciate your generous human spirit.
Indeed, you are inspiration to us all.

COVID-19

COVID-19 was an unexpected crisis that shook the
world. There was great fear of this unknown virus —
how it spread; how deadly it was; and how it would
damage our health. What we saw and heard were the
number of infected people and deaths increasing daily
across the world. We knew that being such a fluid and
borderless world, it was a matter of time before it hit
Singapore. We just had to prepare for it. My colleagues
and I who went through SARS got together and discussed
with our team what we needed to do. We sourced for
masks and disinfectant; set up a system for contact
tracing and temperature taking; planned processes for
cleaning; and arranged for communication. Protecting
our beneficiaries, volunteers, teachers and staff was our
priority. Everyone including the parents and volunteers
was cooperative and even offered to help with
temperature taking when they were around. We made
a decision to postpone our Gala Dinner and Charity
Bowl that were scheduled for February and March 2020.
Together with our partner the National Arts Council, we
decided to also postpone the Arts & Disability Forum
2020. Then Circuit Breaker was announced. All our
operations in the office and art studios stopped. Our
staff were told to work from home (WFH). Our parents
and beneficiaries were informed that there would be no
more classes while we sorted out how we could carry on
the programmes.

Although the future looks daunting and uncertain, VSA(S)
will not waver in pursuit of our cause to provide access
and opportunity to the disabled through the arts. Our
mission to aggressively expand our outreach for 2021
will be spearheaded by our plan to open our third center
at Bukit Merah in 2021. We are highly encouraged by the
outpouring of support by our partners and donors for
this key initiative.
Without doubt, the year ahead will be a most challenging
one. We are very inspired by the energy and positivity
of our beneficiaries, the unwavering support of the
caregivers, the dedication of our faculty, the sacrifice
of our volunteers, the generosity and support of our
partners, sponsors and donors, and the commitment of
the VSA(S) team.
Thank you for your support of VSA(S), your continued
support is needed not just next year but in the years to come.

“If you want to touch the future, touch a life”
Andrew Liew

- Author Unknown
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“If I fail, I try again, again and again. If you fail,
are you going to try again? The human spirit can
handle much worse than we realize. It matters
how we finish. Are you going to finish strong?”
- Nick Vujicic

Nothing will get us down! And we look forward to
thriving in FY2020/2021!

What did I see from January to March 2020? I saw the
human spirit at its finest. Colleagues who stepped
up to adapt and work with new circumstances and

Maureen Goh
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Our Team

Charity Registration Number 01118
Unique Entity Number (UEN) 199500567G
Institution of Public Character
15 October 2013 to 14 February 2016
01 February 2016 to 31 January 2018
01 February 2018 to 31 July 2019
01 August 2019 to 31 January 2022
Banker
Maybank Singapore Ltd
OCBC Bank
DBS Bank
Auditor
Suhaimi Salleh & Associate

Office Addresses/Contact
VSA(S) Art Space @ Bedok
Block 133 Bedok North Avenue 3
#01-138 Singapore 460133
Telephone: +65 6448 6275
Fax: +65 6441 6403

Staffing
As at 31 March 2020, there were 10 full
time and 2 part time staff employed by VSA
Singapore.

VSA(S) Art Space @ Changi
5 Changi Business Park Central 1
#03-01 Changi City Point
Singapore 486038
Telephone:+65 6604 9431
Fax: +65 6441 6403

Date of Appointment: 5 September 2016

Executive Director Ms Maureen Goh

Email: general@vsa.org.sg
Website: www.vsa.org.sg
Facebook/ Instagram: @vsa.singapore
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We create pathways for our
beneficiaries to gain skills and
further develop their interests
in art.
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Foundation
For beneficiaries who wish to explore their interest in art,
we provide art foundation classes conducted by qualified
instructors.

Visual Arts
VSA(S) takes pride in developing a wide range of visual art
programmes for people with disabilities of all ages to foster
interaction, self-development and expression. The programmes
focus on drawing, painting, ceramics, and other mediums.
Activities include weekly classes, holiday workshops and learning
journeys to art galleries and exhibitions.

Summer Adventures
Date: 24-26 June 2019

During the 2019 June school holidays, our beneficiaries
embarked on a number of art-filled adventures. Through a
series of workshops, they created their own terrariums by
using a variety of figurines; “dug” and designed gardens with
soft pastels; and crafted miniature clay roses. Beneficiaries
also learnt techniques in glass painting on acrylic sheets,
where they hand painted marbling effects on paper, and
brought their favourite cartoon figures to life in an illustration
workshop. The workshops were conducted by the following
partners:
- Terrarium Workshop by Artisan Han’s
- Soft Pastels (Birds and Flora) Workshop by teacher Ranae
Lee-Nasir
- Rose Clay Workshop by instructor Joann Ng
- Glass Painting on Acrylic Sheet Workshop by teacher Ranae
Lee-Nasir
- Figurative Illustration Workshop by instructor Jeanette Yap

Foundation

- Paper Marbling Workshop by SOTA volunteers

Artist-in-Training
Professional Artist
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As of March 2020:

277

Number of beneficiaries
(Visual Arts)

9

Number of classes
in external homes

36

Number of classes
conducted within VSA(S)
and at Cairnhill CC

6

Number of clay classes
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Performing Arts

Literary Arts

Our performing arts-based programme provides avenues
for learning in areas such as speech and drama, creative
dance, as well as music and percussion. Programmes
include weekly classes, unique holiday workshops, fun
excursions and public performances.

Our literary arts programme comprises
workshops in poetry, short stories and other
forms of creative writing, culminating in a
public performance, VSA(S) OUT LOUD, at
the Singapore Writers Festival.

VSA(S) Out Loud: Poetry Meets Jazz at
the SWF 2019
Date: 5th November 2019

Songs for the Nation

On 5th November, our Very Special writers showcased
their works at the Arts House as part of the Singapore
Writers Festival (SWF). This was the second time VSA(S)
Out Loud worked with Writing Through and Jazz
Association (Singapore) (JASS) for the SWF. We were
also very grateful to have JASS Executive Director &
Music Director, Jeremy Monteiro and JASS’ support for
creating a fantastic inclusive creative performance.

Date: 8 August 2019
VS choir was invited to give its inaugural performance
at the National Day Observance Ceremony, held at
the Istana. At the ceremony, hosted by President
Halimah, and graced by Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Long and Senior Minister and Coordinating Minister
for Social Policies, Tharman Shanmugaratnam,
members of the VS Choir sang 2019’s National
Day song “Our Singapore” along with other musical
offerings. The highlight of the day was the rendition
of local favourite, “Home”, in four different languages
to represent the different communities in Singapore.

The theme for the poetry writing sessions was
“Bridges”. Under the guidance of Venezia May
from Writing Through, we were able to unleash the
creativity of the beneficiaries using visual prompts
and uplifting jazz music. The poems presented at this
event were a result of four intensive writing sessions
over four weeks. The jazz music, accompanying the
poetry reading, was inspired by the very same poems
and composed by Weixiang Tan, JASS Associate Music
Director. The performance was followed by a fruitful
Q&A session where the writers were asked to share
about their creative process.

Led by our vocal music teacher, Fran Ho, and in
collaboration with our choral partner, Equaver, the
solo parts were beautifully sung by Judd, Yong Le,
Joey, and Hassanah. Decked out in national colours
of red and white, the VS Choir also integrated simple
dance moves into the performance, making the
performance a complete treat, both musically and
visually.
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As of March 2020:

Number of beneficiaries
(Literary Arts)

65

Number of beneficiaries
(Performing Arts)

24

Number of classes

19

Number of performances

10

11

“VSA Singapore is grateful to Writing
Through and JASS for their continued
dedication in this project and SWF
2019 for providing us the platform to
showcase the works of our budding
writers. ”
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Artists-in-training
This programme was introduced to up skill our beneficiaries who have undergone basic
foundation training and want to pursue a career in the arts. Besides further training in the
artistic skillsets, mentorships are given to our artists-in-training to further develop their
interest and mould their preferred art style. VSA(S) also enables them to obtain certifications,
such as the top-up certificate in Visual Arts in collaboration with NAFA CLE, where the learners
practise research, critical thinking skills and communicating about the artwork created.

Expressions Through VOICES
Date: 22 July 2019

The
annual
VOICES
(Voice
of
Individual’s Creative ExpressionS) art
exhibition was doubly exciting in 2019.
Not only did the amazing artworks of
our students make their debut, the
event also marked the graduation
of our first cohort from the NAFA
Visual Arts Certificate programme.
The learning that the students
underwent could be clearly seen in
the breakthroughs in their works. At
the graduation ceremony, Mr Kenneth
Kwok, Assistant Chief Executive at the
National Arts Council and Mr Jerry Soo,
Vice President of Academics at NAFA
were the guests-of-honour, and gave
out the certificates to our graduates.

Joshua German Shines at Gala
Date: 5 April 2019

As of March 2020:

VSA(S) jazz pianist Joshua German performed at the Jazz
Association (Singapore) (JASS) Benefit Gala Dinner 2019,
themed “Some Enchanted Evening” held at Shangri-La
Hotel. His performance, in collaboration with professional
jazz musicians from JASS, was enjoyed by close to 400
distinguished guests, among them guest-of-honour
then-Minister for Culture, Community and Youth, Grace
Fu. This was Joshua’s second collaboration with JASS
scholar, vocalist Ms Dawn Wong, where they performed
the jazz classic, “Summertime”.

24

Number of beneficiaries
(Artist-in-training,
Visual Arts)

3

Number of classes

As of March 2020:

VS Dance Programme

26

Date: Since January 2020

Woh Hup x VSA(S)
Date: November 2019

In November 2019, Woh Hup commissioned 4 of our
artists-in-training, Aaron, Ezra, Floyd and Noah for 4
paintings to be displayed in their new office, Woh Hup
Tech Hub. It was an exciting experience for our artists-intraining who did not have many opportunities to paint on
big pieces of canvas!

VS Dance is a brand-new programme by VSA(S) in
partnership with RAW Moves, with support from the Asia
Pacific Breweries (APB) Foundation. Launched in January
2020, this programme aims to pave the way for students
who are interested in dance and aspire to be professional
dancers. VS Dance programme comprises classes,
workshops, excursions and performance opportunities to
allow students to develop their artistic voice and life skills.

Number of beneficiaries
(Artist-in-training,
Performing Arts)

9

Number of classes

Top: Where words fail, our student artists communicate their thoughts and
emotions to the world with their art. Within every artwork lies a story to be told
— whether it is the rich imaginative world they live in or just simply insights
about how they go about their daily lives. All this provides a window into their
world.
Middle: Congratulations Aaron, Ariel, Cavan, Christian, Ezra, Noah and
Kenneth!
Bottom: In the middle - Guests-of-Honour: Mr Jerry Soo, Vice President of
Academics at NAFA, Mr Kenneth Kwok, Director, Partnerships &
Coordination, Municipal Services Office

12
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Professional
Artist

VST Stages “Peter and
the Wolf”
Date: 18 May 2019

Very Special Theatrics (VST)
staged an inclusive theatrical
performance of the children’s
tale, “Peter and the Wolf” at the
Black Box, Gateway Theatre. The
two matinee shows welcomed an
audience of about 320 people
and had an overwhelmingly
positive reception, with many
lining up for photographs with
the performers during the meetand greet sessions. The cast,
instructors and staff worked
hard in the months leading up
to the show. This production,
held at a wheelchair-friendly
venue, marked a first with
audio description and sign
interpretation for accessibility.

We serve as a bridge between our artists/artistes and the community
through showcasing their work or performance engagements,
with the aim of helping our artists/artistes to become financially
independent.

Artisanal Crafter’s Guild
Date: since April 2019
After the initial success of glass painting and
wood-burning classes, VSA(S) has ventured into
clay and ceramic works. VSA(S)’s first cohort of
students under this Artisanal Crafter’s Guild (ACG)
track began their journey in April 2019, and their
progress has been rapid.

Children’s Day Celebration by VST
Date: 5 Oct 2019

During the Children’s Day weekend on October 5th 2019, the actors from Very Special
Theatrics (VST) performed “Goldilocks and the Three Bears”. With two matinee shows
and over 400 audience members, the show was completely sold-out and was an
exceptional success in every way! The performance was made doubly special as
it was the first time the VST actors were performing with narration. In line with
our efforts to promote inclusivity, the performance offered audio description, sign
interpretation and wheelchair-friendly facilities. In another first, the front-of-house
work was also carried out by the actors with the help of volunteers. Kudos to all the
performers, instructors, volunteers and staff!

Cup by ACG Artist, Nicholas

As of March 2020:

The ACG is a new initiative introduced by VSA(S)
where the students are enabled to “learn, do and
sell” by the end of the three-year programme.
During the first year, the students will learn basic
ceramic art skills sets and create pieces. In the
second and third years, the objective is to enable
them to practise and refine their skills sets, and
learn how to market their works on different
platforms.

49

Number of beneficiaries
(Professional Artist,
Visual Arts)

The students are continuing to develop their own
artistic style in clay work to create high-quality
handcrafted plates, mugs and an assortment of art
pieces.

Mug by ACG Artist, Si Mui

2

Number of Cohorts
(Artisanal Crafter’s
Guild)

As of March 2020:

10

Number of beneficiaries
(Professional Artist,
Performing Arts)

Collection of crafts done
by ACG artists

14

15

15

Number of performances
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VSA(S) provides platforms such
as the annual art competition,
concerts and exhibitions for
our beneficiaries, where their
abilities are seen and heard.
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Journey Past and Future
Date: 20 September 2019

The 2019 Visual Art Competition “See What
I See” saw 368 entries from 24 SPED schools
and related organisations. The theme
was “Remembering the Past, Building the
Future”. With Singapore in the midst of its
bicentennial celebrations, VSA(S) invited
all participants to reflect on how they
have evolved emotionally, physically, and
mentally in their personal journeys. Just as
Singapore grew from a developing nation
to its first-world status, the participants
were called to explore their identity as
Singaporeans.

Guest-of-Honour, Mrs Lucy Toh

The opening ceremony was held on 20
September 2019 at Forum The Shopping
Mall’s atrium. Mrs Lucy Toh, Divisional
Director,
Special
Educational
Needs
Division of the Ministry of Education graced
the event as our guest-of-honour.
We are grateful to our long-time venue
sponsor, Forum The Shopping Mall, for
their support for the past 11 years. Our
appreciation also goes to the Cultural
Matching Fund for their support of the “See
What I See” Annual Art Competition.

ILLUMINE
Date: 15–21 October 2019
The Annual Art Exhibition held at the Atrium at Raffles City from 15 to 21 October 2019
displayed over 40 works of art by our talented artists, such as Nicole Koo and Seah Chee
Meng. The artworks span a variety of mediums including acrylics and watercolours, all of
which reflected the theme “Illumine”. The event was made possible by the generous support
of Maybank. Mr Allen Ng, the bank’s Deputy CEO, graced the opening night as the guestof-honour.
Prior to the opening, artists and their caregivers also attended a talk by VSA(S) staff Malcolm
Tan, on art pricing and sales. The week-long exhibition received immense support from
members of the public in the form of verbal appreciation as well as artwork purchases.

Right: Professional Artist, Raymond Lau,
with guest of exhibition
Left: Guest-of-Honour, Mr Allen Ng
(middle holding artwork), with
professional artists of VSA(S)
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“Welcome to My World” 2019
Date: 24 August 2019

First row (from left to right): Dr John Lee, CEO, Maybank, Mr Andrew Liew,
Chairman of VSA(S), Professor Tommy Koh, Patron of VSA(S), Mr John Lombard,
Board Member of VSA(S), Mr Eric Chua, Board Member of VSA(S), Ms Maureen
Goh, Executive Director of VSA(S)

The Gallery is the permanent
flagship art space for VSA(S)
to enable more art works and
more artists to be showcased.
The space can feature a total
of 30 artworks.

Promoting our belief that art is for all, including people
with disabilities, the “Welcome to My World” concert is
an event the VSA(S) family looks forward to every year. We
have successfully staged 10 professional concerts, featuring
over 150 performers from professional artists to artists-intraining from special schools and social service agencies
across Singapore. This year’s musical celebration had the
privilege of having Ms Indranee Rajah, then Minister in the
Prime Minister’s office, and Second Minister for Finance and
Education as the guest-of-honour. For the first time, the
concert was staged at the Gateway Theatre, a wheelchairfriendly venue.
Mapping the journey of our VSA(S) family of beneficiaries, this
year’s concert titled “Stepping Stones” was a reflection of the
beauty in growth and progression and the transformed lives.
The concert was curated and the music was composed and
produced by musician, composer and educator, Kailin Yong.

The Gallery Opening
Date: 18 January 2020

Located at a revamped space within
VSA(S) Art Space @Changi City Point,
The Gallery by VSA(S) is a place where
art lovers and art collectors can
appreciate and acquire collectable
quality artworks by artists with
disability. The Gallery was officially
launched on 18 January 2020 where
guest-of-honour, Professor Tommy
Koh graced the event together with
art lovers, supporters and our VSA(S)
artists.
Before the launch, an Art Jamming
workshop was conducted by our
VSA(S) ALIVE artist, Raymond Lau,
to let guests experience hands-on
painting on canvas, where amazing
pieces were created in a short amount
of time.

Singaporean conductor and music
educator Terrence Toh.
The Gallery is the permanent flagship
art space for VSA(S) to enable more
art works and more artists to be
showcased. The space can feature a
total of 30 artworks.

Mr Andrew Liew, Chairman of VSA(S), presenting the token of appreciation
to Guest-of-Honour, Ms Indranee Rajah

VSA(S) is grateful to Maybank Singapore
for their generous donation of
S$150,000 to support VSA Singapore’s
visual arts programme, ALIVE (Arts
for Livelihood and Employment), for
three years. Through the programme,
our artists-in-training will receive
formal training to help them boost
their careers as professional artists or
artisanal crafters.

The launch kicked off with a piano
performance by our artiste, Joshua
German and a welcome performance
by EVOKX Choir, a non-profit
community youth choir led by

18

19

VSA(S) Annual Report 2019/2020

VSA(S) Annual Report 2019/2020

VSA(S) partners external parties to
run meaningful and relevant projects
which allow beneficiaries to engage
with the community. This enables our
beneficiaries to gain self-confidence as
well as provide them with opportunities
to interact with the larger world.
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Showcased our talented student artists’s
artwork at Bedok Public Library.

The Giving Tree @ Bedok Public Library
Date: 4 April - 1 May 2019
In collaboration with Bedok Public Library, VSA(S) showcased a selection of poems and
artworks by our talented student artists. Visitors to the library got to see the creative works
of our poets and artists. To promote a sense of shared community, members of the public
were also invited to help build “The Giving Tree” by writing notes to our beneficiaries. VSA(S)
is grateful to the staff of Bedok Public Library for their kind support and for providing the
space for The Giving Tree exhibition; our literary art partner, Writing Through; and our
visual arts teachers Esther Ng, Francis Poon, Ranae Lee-Nasir, Susan Ong, Tay Bee Aye and
Victoria Chia.

SIF Bazaar for Good
Date: 6 April 2019
Through the kind invitation of Singapore
International Foundation (SIF), VSA(S) took up a
booth at its inaugural Bazaar for Good (B4G) at
the National Library Board, aimed to showcase
the positive social impact that could be achieved
through cross-border collaborations between
Singaporeans and members of the international
community.
VSA(S)’s booth sold signature merchandise pieces
like the Very Special Series tote bags, pouches, and
sketchbooks, as well as the Boy and Bear series by
Muhammad Noh, which included badges, a cute
tote bag, and A6 notebooks. Exclusive crafts by our
Artisanal Crafter’s Guild artists were also on sale,
ranging from handmade coasters to handcrafted
ceramic plates. Some crowd favourites at the
bazaar included a lacquer collection by esteemed
artist Raymond Lau and EZ-Link cards designed by
our artists-in-training.
How our booth looked
like at B4G, with our
wonderful interns!
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Community Murals
for Singapore’s
Bicentennial
“Members from the community
were guided by our very own
artists with disabilities, to create
crafts of Singapore’s national
flower, Vanda Miss Joaquim, for
the third wall mural.”

Date: 13 July 2019
A third wall mural for the SG Cares Bicentennial Project
was successfully completed by our artists at the
Chong Pang Amphitheatre in July. Among them were
beneficiaries from Sree Narayana Mission (Singapore)
and senior citizens living in Yishun. Mr Desmond Lee,
Minister for Social and Family Development, was the
guest-of-honour for the unveiling of the mural.

Date: 11–12 May 2019
The second phase of the SG Cares Bicentennial
Project took place on the weekend of Mother’s Day
at the North Atrium of Suntec Tower 1. The wall
mural depicted the care initiatives from around
1869 to 1919 with SG Cares Bricks and Peranakanstyle tiles. Graced by Speaker of Parliament Mr Tan
Chuan-Jin, the event saw VSA(S) artists engaging
the VIPs and members of the public in creating
artworks for the mural. Artistes from the cast of
MediaCorp Channel 5 drama series Kin were also
there to lend their support. Activities included the
painting of Peranakan-style tiles and the making of
bricks embossed with the words “SG Cares”.

Date: 17 August 2019
A fourth and final wall mural was created at Our
Tampines Hub in August. This final work in the
Bicentennial Project series depicted the theme of
“Singapore Cares” in the last 200 years, celebrating
organisations that supported and driven the notion
of “care” in the country. The message on the
importance of building the nation on the culture of
care was reiterated in speeches by Ms Grace Fu, Mr
Desmond Lee, and Mr Tan Chuan-Jin. At the launch,
the audience also got to hear our VS Choir perform
their rendition of the popular National Day song,
“Home”.
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GIC x VSA(S) x ITE - Dragon Project
Date: April – June 2019

In 2019, we were invited by Singapore’s sovereign wealth
fund GIC to be a beneficiary of the Sparks programme.
This partnership turned out to be the best resource we
received that helped meet our volunteer needs in the year.
The programme involved giving bursaries to students from
ITE and having them complete 25 hours of volunteer work
at a non-profit organisation with the purpose of helping
to build civic-mindedness. As a result, 60 students from
the three ITE colleges came to VSA(S), where they were
deployed as classroom volunteers in our foundational
visual art and performing art programmes.
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Temasek Poly Conference: Inspiring Future Leaders
Date: 19 October 2019

VSA(S) was invited by the Temasek Polytechnic to give a presentation to
their students as part of the Lead Heart Conference held on 19 October
2019. The conference objective was to inspire student leaders to take
action in the arena of social service and community work, regardless of
their individual disciplines and interests.
Our beneficiaries, Amelia Tan, conducted an art workshop for the student
leaders, while Stephanie Fam gave a motivational speech on being
resilient. Our creative dance beneficiaries stole the show with a surprise
performance in the middle of the conference. The conference also proved
to be an excellent opportunity for attracting potential volunteers, as
several students approached us afterwards to find out how they could
contribute to VSA(S)’s cause.

It was the first time we had engaged so many volunteers
from a single source, and for up to 10 months. Overall,
it was a very satisfactory and meaningful experience
for all involved. One of the positive outcomes from this
collaboration was the Dragon Project spearheaded by ITE
student, Xavier Ang. To celebrate Singapore’s bicentennial
year, Xavier led other ITE student-volunteers to work with
VSA(S) and our beneficiaries.

Sync Singapore Programme
Date: 8–12 July 2019

The Purple Parade
Date: 2 November 2019

The Sync Singapore Programme was one-of-a kind
leadership training workshop for artists and arts
managers with disabilities who aspire to make a
difference in the world through art. Held from 8-12 July,
the programme’s intensive five-day agenda was packed
with lively discussions, self-reflections, planning as well
as bonding.
The participating artists, from Singapore and Malaysia,
were all involved in visual, performing and literary arts
— and for most, this was their first experience with
such a workshop. Trainers Sarah Pickthall and Jo Verrent
helped equip the participants with tools to harness their
talents, make better-informed choices, and challenge
any self-limiting beliefs. Throughout the programme
the participants worked with one other to identify their
own leadership goals, strengths, and obstacles. They
also discussed how they could extend to one another the
support needed in their work in the disability arts sector.
We are grateful to our partners — National Arts Council,
Singapore International Foundation and the British
Council, for making this programme possible.
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In November 2019, our beneficiaries from various
performing and visual arts programmes got
together for the first time, to perform at the Purple
Parade 2019, held at Suntec City. The amalgamated
performance comprising 7 beneficiaries required
a highly involved process where each individual’s
strength was showcased, resulting in a seamless
mix of colours, sounds and movements.

Participating artists in the Sync Singapore Programme were Alvan Yap,
Ammar Ameezy, Anuar Lim, Dawn-joy Leong, Lily Goh, Lim Lee Lee,
Raymond Lau, Mui Rui Yi, Stephanie Fam, and Victor Tan.

The performance began with a dance segment by
Luo Mang, a student from our Theatre programme
alongside VSA(S) dance teacher, Zulfikar Ali,
choreographed to the hit song “Despacito”. The
music was performed by Tong Keen on violin and his
teacher, Samuel Kwan on guitar.
Following this opening, the song
transitioned into an exceptional
rendition of the same hit by the
Percussion class on cajons, along
with their teacher Irwan Raman,
and students from the Visual Art
and Theatre programmes on the
shakers. The mix of the mellow,
romantic
and
high-spirited
energy in the performance
had the 10,000 strong crowd
dancing and clapping with joy.
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Left: President Halimah, was presented a token of
appreciation, an artisan mug, by ACG Artist, Tan See
Mui
Right :The president was invited to leave her handprint
on the “Tree of Life” mural, alongside the handprints of
our students.

Singapore President Visits VSA(S)
Date: 22 February 2020

In view of the impending coronavirus crisis, President
Halimah and Youth Corps volunteers came to VSA(S)
Art Space @ Bedok to teach our beneficiaries about
handwashing and hygiene. The 12 volunteers from
Youth Corps demonstrated handwashing techniques
in each of the classrooms visited by Madam Halimah.
Care packs containing wet wipes, vitamin C and hand
sanitizers were also distributed to beneficiaries and
VSA(S)’s staff.

“In her interactions with our
beneficiaries, the President learnt
about their interests and shared
words of encouragement.”

In her interaction with our beneficiaries, the President
learnt about their interests and shared words of
encouragement. She was invited to view the paintings
and ceramic art made by our beneficiaries and met
members of VSA(S)’s Artisanal Crafters Guild who were
learning to make ceramic items. With the help of Deaf
Artist Mimi Ng, President Halimah also glazed a small
cup and saucer in the workshop.
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VSA(S) seeks to create awareness and
enrich lives through the outreach,
fundraising and volunteering activities
that we organise.

Live for Art, Live to Eat!
Date: 25 May 2019

In May 2019, IKYU Restaurant supported VSA(S) by holding a fundraising
dinner with Arts, Music and Tapas!
Local restaurant IKYU combined Arts, Music & Food in support of VSA(S).
Serving Japanese-inspired Tapas with free flow of drinks, the guests were
treated to an evening of live performances and paintings by VSA(S) artists:
guitarist Robert Tan and visual artist Joshua Tang.
Throughout the evening, the guests could admire the paintings along the
walls and the merchandise on the counter done by the talented VSA(S)
artists, Joshua Tang, Natalie Holstad and Lau Su An.
A silent auction also took place for two paintings, “Warm Glow” and
“Movement of Galaxy” that artist Joshua Tang completed during the two
servings.
The evening was a success, raising the much needed funds for VSA(S)
programmes and having donors know our beneficiaries!

Top: Professional Artist - Robert Tan (Performing Arts)
Bottom: Professional Artist - Joshua Tang (Visual Arts)

VSA(S) Draw on Facebook Live
Date: 23 October 2019

In October 2019, VSA(S) held its first-ever charity draw. The event
was a great success where we managed to sell 35,570 tickets. Sale of
the charity tickets started in July, with sponsored prizes and support
from various organisations including Singapore Pools, NTUC FairPrice
Foundation and the Tote Board.
The charity draw was broadcast live on our Facebook page, with our
energetic emcee Farah hosting the event from VSA(S) Art Space @
Bedok.
Thanks to our VSA(S) volunteers — Billy Wong, Cecilia Wong, Karen
Yeo, Roger Thien, Rosyniah Wang and Sally Ang, who gave their time
with great dedication and enthusiasm, the event was a success and
exceeded our target of $70k.
We would also like to give thanks to our five beneficiaries, Annette,
Cavan, Chin Siang, Leann and Rainer who brought infectious laughter
as they assisted with the drawing of the winning numbers.
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VSA(S) Charity Golf
Date: 15 November 2019

The second edition of VSA(S) Charity Golf was held at
the Tanah Merah Country Club, where we welcomed
guest-of-honour, Mr Edwin Tong, then Senior Minister
of State, Ministry of Law and Ministry of Health who
spoke about the importance of creating an inclusive
society while commending VSA’s efforts in his speech.
The ceremonial drive was led by Mr Wong WenMing
(NTT Limited), Mr Rajlingam Sokalingnam (NetApp) and
Mr Tan Teck Kee (Uniforce Security Services). The game
kicked off with plenty of fervour as the golfers worked
their way through the course. Pro golfer, Mr Darren
Lim, volunteered for the “Hire the Pro” option that the
players could use to their advantage.
The game was followed by dinner and an entertainment
programme, which included performances by the
VS Choir, live painting by VSA(S) professional artist
Raymond Lau, with music from Kailin Yong & Qush,
and a special performance by VSA(S) professional artist
Daniel Ng.

Guest-of-Honour, Mr Edwin Tong, Senior Minister
of State, Ministry of Law and Ministry of Health

The event was a huge success with a turnout of
100 golfers and 20 dinner guests. With the help of
our golfers, artistes, dedicated volunteers and our
supportive sponsors, we managed to reach our target
of S$250,000.

Thank you
to all our
sponsors
and donors
in FY19/20((!
Corporates & Others
$562K
Foundations
$31K

Individuals
$151K
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As of March 2020:

3336
Facebook Page Number of Likes

400
Instagram Number of Followers

5223
Website Number of Views
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Amid the increasingly vibrant charity
scene, VSA(S) aims to stand out via effective
marketing in highlighting its unique and
crucial mission – to become the premier
arts organisation in Singapore serving the
disabled and special needs community.
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Volunteering at VSA(S)
Ever since our adoption of the Bantu volunteer management system in 2019,
VSA(S)’s volunteer statistics have been fine-tuned, enabling us a clearer view of the
number of volunteers working with us. Bantu was created by a team of studententrepreneurs from the National University of Singapore, and its analytics has
helped us standardise terminology and functions. For instance, “unique volunteer”
refers to every person who has signed up for at least one activity or project. It only
counts the persons involved, regardless of the number of activities for which one
has signed up. “Volunteer engagement”, on the other hand, refers to each time
a person signs up for an activity. For example, when a person signs up for three
activities in 2019, that is counted as three volunteer engagements, though the
number of unique volunteers here remains at one.

VSA(((S)(( In The News

July 2019
VSA(S) collaborated with Yellow Ribbon under the
#ALittleMoreSG Campaign during National Day
last year, where 30 inmates volunteered to give
a little more by packing 50,000 funpacks as their
contribution to National Day 2019.

June 2019
Professional Artist, Siang Hoi, commissioned
by Ez-Link Singapore to come up with a series
of 4 EZ-Link cards, in celebration of The
Singapore Bicentennial.

In these funpacks were greeting cards designed by
7 of our artists-in-training, who were mentored by
artist Barry Yeow with the theme of what Singapore
meant to them. The greeting cards also contained
wishes to Singapore from the inmates.

February 2020
President’s Visit to
VSA(S) Art Space
@ Bedok

Volunteer Appreciation 2020

Unique Volunteers
who signed up for at
least one project or
activity with us

1254

Volunteer engagements
in 3 main areas: class
volunteerism, events,
and small side projects
(data entry, video editing,
graphic design etc).

With just 11 full time equivalent
staff members, VSA(S) is a small
organisation that relies heavily on
volunteers to help with our classes,
workshops, events, committees and
administrative work.

Date: 10 January 2020

On 10 January 2020, we held our volunteer
appreciation dinner to thank volunteers for the
great work done in the past year, in particular
for assisting with the Charity Golf event in
2019.
The dinner welcomed 30 new and seasoned
volunteers, allowing newcomers to mingle with
the experienced ones. VSA(S) Chairman Mr
Andrew Liew presented tokens of appreciation
to all the volunteers at the event, and shared
the organisation’s collective achievements for
2019. This was followed by a buffet dinner and
two fun and lively rounds of the party game,
Telestrations.

COVID-19 and Volunteer Engagement
With the threat of COVID-19, VSA(S) has had to cease
all face-to-face volunteer engagements. While virtual
volunteering is still possible, such opportunities are
limited and mostly available on a project basis. We
thank all our volunteers for their eagerness and for
their patience as we monitor the national alerts in
managing this global pandemic.

November 2019
Artist-in-training, Noah,
featured as one of the
7 beneficiaries selected
for the President’s Star
Charity Show 2019.
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Governance
Patron

Conflict of Interest Policy

All board members of VSA(S) are required to understand the
charity’s conflict-of-interest policy and make full disclosure of
interests, relationships and holdings that could potentially result
in a conflict of interest. The board members have fully compiled
with the conflict-of-interest policy.
Professor Tommy Koh

Related Entities

VSA Singapore is a member of the VSA International Network.

VSA(S) Board of Directors for FY 2019/2020

Annual Remuneration

We have 2 paid staff whose remuneration are in bands of
$100,000.
We have no paid staff who is a close member of the family
belonging to the Executive Director or a Board Member.

Reserve Policy
Mr Andrew Liew
Banker, Phillip Bank Plc Cambodia
Chairman

Ms Chan Su-Lynn Jacqueline
Partner, Milbank LLP
Board Member

Mr Tan Keng Sin Patrick
Managing Partner, Havenport
Investments Pte Ltd
Board Member

The reserve policy of VSA(S) is to target a reserve level of two
years to sustain its programme.

Board Meetings

VSA(S) held 4 board meetings and 1 AGM during the fiscal year:
25 May 2019 (Absent with apologies - Audrey Sim)
28 September 2019 (Absent with apologies - Andrew Liew and
John Lombard)
23 November 2019 (Absent with apologies - Andrew Liew and
Eric Chua)
14 March 2020 (Absent with apologies - Jacqueline Chan)
Ms Sim Hsien Lin Audrey
Director, Bank of America
Board Member

Mr John Alexander Lombard
CEO, NTT Ltd - Asia Pacific
Board Member

VSA(S) Corporate Secretary for FY 2019/2020

Mr Chua Swee Leong Eric
Director, Ministry of Home Affairs
Board Member

Whistle - Blowing Policy and Procedure

For VSA(S) whistle-blowing policy and procedure, please visit
http://vsa.org.sg for more details.

Governance Compliance

For VSA(S) Governance Evaluation Checklist, please visit
http://charities.gov.sg under code compliance in the
organisation profile.

Ms Chia Yong Yong
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VSA(S) Art Space @ Bedok
Block 133 Bedok North Avenue 3
#01-138 Singapore 460133
Telephone: +65 6448 6275
VSA(S) Art Space @ Changi
5 Changi Business Park Central 1
#03 - 01 Changi City Point Singapore 486038
Telephone: +65 6604 9431
Email: general@vsa.org.sg
Website: www.vsa.org.sg
Facebook/Instagram: @vsa.singapore
MCI (P) 089/04/2020

