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A Comical Experience

MISSION

VISION

EDITORIAL TEAM

To create and provide access and opportunities for people with
disabilities through the arts.

A world where people with disabilities are empowered through the
arts, contribute to and integrate with the community.

Maureen Goh, Iris Chin, Tanya Singh

SPECIAL
EVENTS

SG CARES - COMMUNITY MURAL PROJECT IN
COMMEMORATION OF SINGAPORE BICENTENNIAL
Final 4th Wall Mural
@ Our Tampines Hub
VSA(S) unveiled the 4th wall mural at Our Tampines Hub on 17th
August 2019.

3rd Wall Mural
@ Chong Pang

This is the final of the 4 mural walls, showing 200 years of Singapore
Cares. The message on the importance of building the nation on
the culture of care was reiterated in speeches by Minister Grace Fu,
Minister Desmond Lee and Speaker Tan Chuan Jin. Our own VS Choir
also amazed the audience with their rendition of the popular national
day song – “Home”.
This final event was also to celebrate the work of organisations which
support and drive the “care” in Singapore.

VSA(S) announced the successful
completion of the 3rd SG Cares Wall Mural
undertaken by our artists at the Chong Pang
Amphitheatre on 13th July 2019.
Participants from members of the public
were guided by our very own artists with
disabilities to create Singapore’s national
flower, Vanda Miss Joaquim to contribute
to the third wall mural. The artists also
engaged beneficiaries from Sree Narayana
Mission (Singapore) and the senior citizens
from Yishun.
Mr Desmond Lee, Minister for Social and
Family Development was the guest-of-honour
for the launch of the mural.
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Artistic Expressions
Where words fail, our artists-in-training communicate
their thoughts and emotions to the world with their art.
Within every artwork lies a story to be told - whether it
is the rich imaginative world they live in or just simply
insights about how they go about their daily lives – that
provides a window in which we catch a glimpse of their
world.
This year’s VOICES Annual Exhibition held on 22nd
July 2019 was doubly exciting for us. Not only were the
amazing artworks of our students displayed in all their
glory, the event also marked the graduation of the first
cohort of NAFA Visual Arts Certificate programme. The
learning that they underwent could be clearly seen in the
breakthroughs in their artworks.
We were extremely grateful to have Mr Kenneth Kwok,
Assistant Chief Executive, Planning & Development of
the National Arts Council and Mr Jerry Soo (NAFA Vice
President, Academics) to be our guests-of-honour and for
giving out the certificates to the talented graduates.

Congratulations Aaron,
Ariel, Cavan, Christian,
Ezra, Noah and
Kenneth!

The Sync Singapore Programme was a one-of-akind leadership training workshop for artists and
art managers with disabilities who aspired to make
a difference in the world through art.
Conducted from the 8th to the 12th of July, the
programme’s intensive five-day agenda was
packed with lively discussions, self-reflections,
bonding and hearty laughter! The participants – 1
Malaysian and 9 Singaporean artists, all from the
worlds of visual, performance and literary arts worked with each other as well as with themselves
to identify their leadership goals, strengths,
obstacles and the support that they needed to
move forward.
For a majority of the participating artists, this
workshop was a first and therefore, they initially
experienced some fear and self-doubt. However,
in the end, all participants – by working together
as a team and inspiring each other – managed to
accomplish a lot in terms of self-confidence, ideas
and building a network of supporters. The Sync
Singapore Programme was overall a powerful
exercise in empowering change, especially in the
disability arts sector.

Council, without whom the Sync Singapore
Programme would not have been possible. We
would also like to thank our trainers, Sarah
Pickthall and Jo Verrent for successfully equipping
the participants with the abilities to harness their
talents moving forward, make better choices and
challenge their self-limiting beliefs.
Last but not the least, we would like to applaud
all the participants for their work at the workshop.
Congratulations to:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alvan
Ammar
Anuar
Dawn
Lily
Lee Lee
Raymond
Rui Yi
Stephanie
Victor

We look forward to working with the Sync Alumni
again for the Arts and Disability Forum 2020!

We would like to give a shout-out to all the coorganising partners - National Arts Council,
Singapore International Foundation and the British

“

The programme has helped
to equip me with practical
coaching skill. It’s very
uplifting and refreshing. I
thoroughly enjoyed it and
had many takeaways.
-Lee Lee
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Sync Singapore
Programme 2019

“

FEATURED EVENTS
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Songs For the Nation

Welcome to My World 2019
Striving to promote our key belief that art is for all,
including people with disabilities, the “Welcome to
My World” concert is an event the VSA(S) family
looks forward to every year. VSA(S) has successfully
conducted 10 such national concerts, all ending in high
spirits and enthusiasm for over 150 performers from
various special schools and social service agencies
(SSAs) across Singapore.
This year’s musical celebration of inclusivity was held on
the 24th of August, with Ms Indranee Rajah, Minister in
the Prime Minister's office, Second Minister for Finance
and Education as the Guest-of-Honour. For the first
time, the concert was staged at the Gateway Theatre.
The musical rendition was composed and produced by
musician, composer and educator, KaiLin Yong. Mapping
the journey of our VSA(S) family of beneficiaries, this
year’s concert titled “Stepping Stones” was a reflection
of the beauty in growth and progression and hence, the
transformed lives.
We would like to send our love to all the performers
and facilitators for making this year’s concert a raging
success. This was also our first time using Eventbrite as a
ticketing platform, and we couldn’t be happier with the
service.
Hope to see you at the concert next year!

The VS Choir Programme, launched in 2019, saw
one of the most exciting events within a few months
of its formation. The inaugural performance of the
VS Choir was held at the Istana for the National
Day Observance Ceremony.
At the ceremony - graced by President Halimah,
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Long and Senior Minister
and Coordinating Minister for Social Policies,
Tharman Shanmugaratnam - members of the VS
Choir sang this year’s National Day song ‘Our
Singapore’ along with other musical delights. The
choir ended the performance with a local favourite
‘Home’ in four different languages to represent the
different races in Singapore.
Led by VSA(S)’s vocal music teacher, Fran Ho
and in collaboration with an external choir
group, Equaver, we saw the performance rise to
an exciting new level with solo parts beautifully

It was extremely heartwarming to see the two
groups come together, all donned in red and white,
to celebrate our nation’s big day!
Would you like to be part of the musical fun? Come
join us every Saturday and sing your heart out!
For more information regarding the VS Choir, do
contact Dennys at dennys@vsa.org.sg or
6604 9431.

VSA Singapore Charity Draw 2019
On 23rd October 2019, VSA(S) held its first-ever
charity draw. The event was a huge success for us and
we managed to exceed our goal of S$70,000. It was
truly an event that will stay in our memories for a long
time.
The sales of the charity tickets started on 15 July. We
are immensely thankful to Singapore Pools for their
amazing support throughout the whole process and to
NTUC FairPrice Foundation for sponsoring some of the
prizes. We would also like to commend our VSA(S)
volunteers for their dedication and enthusiasm. Thank
you Billy, Cecilia, Karen, Roger, Rosy and Sally!

We are heartened to have received great feedback
from the parents and beneficiaries who came down
to VSA(S) Art Space @ Bedok for the Charity Draw.
Our emcee, Farah, held the attention of the audience
with her positive and energetic vibe. The enthusiasm of
five of our beneficiaries, Annette, Cavan, Chin Siang,
Leann and Rainer who assisted with the drawing of
the winning numbers also filled the room with lots
of infectious laughter. The Charity Draw was also
broadcasted live on our Facebook page.
VSA(S) would like to once again express our
gratitude towards all our partners - Singapore Pools,
NTUC FairPrice Foundation and Tote Board - for
their support, our volunteer committee who worked
tirelessly with us in the preparations for the event and
all those who believe in our cause and purchased our
charity tickets. Without your support, this event could
not have been a resounding success!
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sung by members and beneficiaries, namely Judd
Coyuco, Teo Yong Le, Joey Lam and Hassanah
Kazali. The VS Choir also integrated simple dance
movements into the performance with the help
of Ms. Ho, which made the complete rendition
uniquely wonderful.
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Summer Adventures

A Comical Experience!

During last year’s June Holidays, our students
embarked on a number of art-filled adventures
with lots of excitement and fervour!

The Comic Drawing Holiday Workshop was
an extremely enjoyable as well as educational
experience. We learned the dos and don’ts of
creating a comic panel and some essential tips for
manipulating our characters’ thoughts and emotions.

They created their own terrariums using
little figurines, dirtied their hands “digging”
and creating gardens with soft pastels and
created miniataure clay roses. They were also
introduced to the techniques of glass painting
on acrylic sheets, creating a marbling effect on
paper and drawing their own cute cartoons that
danced their way to life.
These were the exciting workshops conducted
by our ever-encouraging partners:
•Terrarium Workshop by Artisan Han’s
•Soft Pastels (Birds and Flora) Workshop by Teacher Ranae Lee-Nasir
•Rose Clay Workshop by Instructor Joann
•Glass Painting on Acrylic Sheet Workshop by Teacher Ranae Lee-Nasir
•Figurative Illustration Workshop by Instructor Jeanette
•Paper Marbling Workshop by SOTA Volunteers
Missed all the fun in 2019? Join us for this year’s artsy adventures! We look forward to having
more newcomers join us in the next round.

DAFA Workshop - Digital Literacy
and Drawing
The Digital Arts For All (DAFA) team returned to
VSA(S) for another innovative and inspiring Media
Literacy and Digital Drawing workshop on the 9th
and 10th of September.
The team shared the importance of keeping your
information safe on the internet, being kind to others
online, the adverse impacts of cyberbullying and
tips on how to avoid falling for fake news with our
students and parents.

We would like to thank DAFA for their support and
we hope to see them again very soon!

The workshop opened with a great ice-breaking
session, where all the participants shared a good
laugh talking about their favourite comic book and
manga characters. During the two-day workshop, we
first learned the basics of writing a comic – writing
a gripping story, building our own characters,
developing the narrative and introducing story arcs.
Then, having understood the process, we proceeded
to plot and create imaginative characters for our
own comic books. The second day was utilised in
character development of our protagonists and
adding interesting scenarios in the stories.
It was truly a memorable experience, and I am
glad to have been a part of it!
-Written by Amelia Tan, VSA(S) artist-in-training

Inspiring Future Leaders
VSA(S) was invited by the Temasek Polytechnic to
give a presentation to the students as part of the
Lead Heart Conference held on 19 October 2019.
The conference was about inspiring student leaders
to take action in the arena of social service and
community work, regardless of their individual
disciplines and interests.
Amelia Tan, one of our beneficiaries, did an art
workshop for the student leaders, garnering much
enthusiasm from them, while Stephanie Fam was
engaged to give a motivational speech on being
resilient. Our creative dance students stole the show
with an exciting surprise performance in the middle
of the conference.
This was an excellent opportunity for us to reach
out to potential volunteers and we look forward to
working with them in the near future.
If you would like to volunteer, please visit vsa.org.
sg or email our Volunteer Management Executive at
ruoxi@vsa.org.sg.
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The digital drawing part was easily everyone’s
favorite – as they eagerly dove into creating striking
works of art using the Apple Pencil on the iPads. The
self-portraits created were absolutely fantastic and
showed off the diverse abilities of our students.

Our instructor, Ms. Joe, was fun and bubbly. She
was always ready to help us and had some really
great tips on character development and comic book
story-telling.
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Journeys Past and Future
With 368 entries from 24 SPED schools and related
organisations, this year’s competition was a close fight!
The theme for the competition was ‘Remembering
The Past, Building The Future’. With Singapore in the
midst of its bicentennial celebrations, Very Special
Arts Singapore invited all participants to reflect on
how they have evolved emotionally, physically, and
mentally in their personal journeys. Just as Singapore
grew from a developing nation to earning its first world
status, the participants were called on to explore their
identities as a Singaporean.
The opening ceremony was held on Friday, 20
September 2019 at Forum The Shopping Mall Atrium.
Mrs Lucy Toh, Divisional Director, Special Educational
Needs Division of the Ministry of Education graced the
event as our Guest-of-Honour.
We are grateful to our long-time venue sponsor, Forum
for their support in the past 11 years. We would
also like to extend our appreciation to the Cultural
Matching Fund for their support of the See What I See
Annual Art Competition.

Tints and Shades
A most colorful and bright success, last year’s ALIVE Art Exhibition held
at the Atrium at Raffles City from 15th to 21st October 2019 displayed
over 40 works of art by our very talented artists, such as Nicole Koo
and Seah Chee Meng. The artworks, across a variety of media like
acrylics and water colors, were accurately reflective of the theme for the
event – ILLUMINE.
The event was made possible by the generous support of Maybank,
and we were grateful to have the bank’s Deputy CEO, Mr Allen Ng,
Maybank as the guest-of-honour on the opening night.
The artists and caregivers present attended a talk conducted by VSA(S)
staff, Malcolm Tan, on art pricing and sales prior to the opening.
The week-long exhibition received immense support from members
of the public in the form of verbal appreciation as well as artwork
purchases. Thank you for your support.

A big thank you to the judges, teachers and principals
of participating schools and organisations, and last but
not least, to our talented participants.

Winners list for 2019:
Childrens’ Category:

Young Adults Category:

1st Prize - Heng Choon Yang (VSA(S) & SUNDAC)
2nd Prize - Joshua Tang Jin Lin (VSA(S))
3rd Prize - Lim Yu Heng (VSA(S))
Merit - Victor Tong Guo Jing (MINDS Eunos Training &
Developmental Centre)
Merit - Randy Teo Jun Ming (VSA(S))
Merit - Bryan Chia Wen Hao (VSA(S))
Merit - Yeo Soon Heng, Andrew (MINDS Jurong Training
& Development Centre)
Merit - Alicia Tan Min Le (VSA(S))

Youth Category:

1st Prize - Lai Zer Yinn (Eden School)
2nd Prize - Joy Koh (Metta School and VSA(S))
3rd Prize [shared] - Aw Yong Jun En, Nathaniel (Eden School)
3rd Prize [shared] - William Daniel Sta Maria (Genesis School for
Special Education)
Merit - Idrees Bin Ismail Wee (MINDS Towner Garden School)
Merit - Daiyan Aniq Bin Mohammed Faizal (APSN Tanglin School)
Merit - Tan Wye Kiet (Mountbatten Vocational School)
Merit - Ruan Guo Zhi (Eden School)
Merit - Nur Hannah Sofea Binte Azreen & Muhammad Aqiluz
Ziyad Bin Hazrath Muhammad Faizal (Woodlands Gardens
School)
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1st Prize - Fung Cheng Zhi Darrell (VSA(S) & Eden School)
2nd Prize - Kristel Ong (Canossian School)
3rd Prize - Lacsamana Denmark Valenzuela (APSN
Chaoyang School)
Merit - Rachel Yeo Yun Rui (St. Andrew’s Autism School)
Merit - Royce Tai Kang Yu (VSA(S) & Opera Estate Primary
School)
Merit - Callyn Chang Jing Xuan (Canossian School)
Merit - Soh Wen Xin (APSN Chaoyang School)
Merit - Hor Xin Hwee Chloe (APSN Chaoyang School)
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The Golfing Gala
On 15th November 2019, the 2nd edition of the VSA Charity Golf was
held at the Tanah Merah Country Club. With a turnout of over 120
people, the tournament was a huge success.
We welcomed our Guest of Honour, Mr. Edwin Tong, Senior Minister
of State, Ministry of Law and Ministry of Health who highlighted the
importance of creating an inclusive society while commending VSA(S)’s
efforts in his speech. The ceremonial drive was led by Mr. Wong WenMing (NTT Limited), Mr. Rajlingam Sokalingnam (NetApp) and Mr. Tan
Teck Kee (Uniforce Security Services).

Children’s Day Festivities
During the Children’s Day weekend on October 5th
2019, the Very Special Theatrics (VST) group put together
an all-inclusive theatrical performance “Goldilocks and
the Three Bears” at the Gateway Theatre. With two
matinee shows and over 400 audience members, the
show was completely sold-out and was an exceptional
success in every way!

The game kicked off with lots of fervour as the golfers worked their
way through the holes. Pro Golfer, Mr Darren Lim, volunteered for the
“Hire the Pro” option that the players could use to their advantage. The
game was followed by dinner and an entertainment programme, which
included performances by the VS Choir, live painting by VSA(S) ALIVE
Artist Raymond Lau with music from Kailin Yong & Qush, and a special
performance by VSA(S) ALIVE artist, Daniel Ng.
It was an extremely memorable evening and we are delighted to have
met our target of $250,000. This event would not have been successful
without the help of our VSA(S) artistes and golfers, dedicated volunteers
and most importantly, our ever supportive sponsors. Thank you from the
bottom of our hearts!

The performance was made doubly special as it was
the first time the VST actors were performing with
narration. In line with our efforts to promote inclusivity,
the performance offered audio description, sign
interpretation and wheelchair-friendly facilities. In
another first, the front-of-house – made a lot easier due to
Eventbrite - work was also carried out by the actors with
the help of volunteers.

Kudos to all the performers! It is an absolute pleasure
to witness their achievements since VST was launched in
2017. Well done! Keep up the great work you are doing.
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All the performers, instructors and staff members put in
much effort and hard work in the months leading up to
the play. The months of rehearsals certainly paid off in an
overwhelmingly positive response from the audience, with
many clamouring for the opportunity to take photographs
with the performers during the meet-and-greet sessions
that followed the performances.
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Jazz at the SWF 2
On 5th November, our Very Special writers showcased their works at
the Arts House as part of the Singapore Writers Festival (SWF). This
was the third time VSA Out Loud partnered up with Writing Through
and Jazz Association (JASS) for the SWF. We were also very grateful
to have Jeremy Monteiro’s support and commendation for creating
an inclusive creative society.
The theme for the poetry writing sessions was “Bridges”. Under the
guidance of Venezia May from Writing Through, we were able to
unleash the creativity of the beneficiaries using visual prompts and
uplifting jazz music. The poems presented at this event were a result
of four intensive writing sessions over four weeks. The jazz music,
accompanying the poetry reading, inspired by the very same poems
and composed by Weixiang Tan from JASS. The performance was
followed by a fruitful Q&A session where the writers were asked to
address their creative process.
VSA Singapore is grateful to Writing Through and JASS for their
continued dedication in this project and SWF 2019 for providing us
the platform to showcase the works of our budding writers.

For the very first time in the history of VSA
Singapore, our students from various performing
and visual arts programme got together to perform
at the Purple Parade on the 2nd of November at
Suntec City. The amalgamated performance brought
to light an interesting process of extracting each
individual’s strength within a collective environment,
resulting in a beautiful mix of colours, sounds and
movements.
The performance began with a wonderful dance
performance on the blockbuster song “Despacito”
by Luo Mang, a student from our Theatre
programme alongside our dance teacher, Zulfikar
Ali. The music for the dancers was performed by
Keen on the violin and his teacher, Samuel Kwan on
the guitar. Following the upbeat opening, the song
transitioned into an exceptional composition of the
same by the Percussion class on the cajons, along
with their teacher, Irwan Raman and students from
the visual and theatre programmes on the shakers.
The magical mix of the mellow romantic and highspirited energy in the performance had the crowd
dancing and clapping with joy. We look forward to
having many more such collaborative performances
in the future.

In light of the continuing health and
safety concerns surrounding COVID-19
(Coronavirus Disease 2019), VSA
Singapore has decided to postpone the
VSA Singapore Gala Dinner 2020
and the Arts & Disability Forum 2020
until further notice.
While we were all looking forward to
the above events, keeping everyone safe
and healthy are our top priorities now.
Do follow us on our social media
(Facebook/Instagram: @vsa.singapore)
to be kept in the loop of our updated
events dates and we apologise for any
inconvenience caused!
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The Purple Parade Pastiche

15

VSA(S)

As VSA(S) is a registered organisation with
Institution of Public Character (IPC) status, your
donation, regardless of amount, will qualify for
250% tax exemption. In order for your donations
to enjoy the tax exemption, kindly ensure that all
necessary personal details are duly completed on
the above form. If you have any enquiries, please
contact VSA(S) at 6448 6275 or email general@
vsa.org.sg.
In compliance with the Personal Data Protection
Act (PDPA), I hereby give my consent to VSA(S)
to collect my personal data and contact details
which may be used and disclosed for purpose of
tax exemption receipts of communication materials
and other donor related management activities. To
unsubscribe and/or withdraw this content, you may
do so in writing to general@vsa.org.sg.

Very Special Arts Singapore Ltd (VSA(S))

general@vsa.org.sg

As a charity organisation, VSA(S) highly values its volunteers and
we are always looking for more to join this big family of ours.
To volunteer with us, please visit vsa.org.sg/volunteers to read
our volunteer FAQs and register yourself! You may also contact
Ruo Xi at ruoxi@vsa.org.sg or 6448 6275 if you experience any
issues or have further enquiries.

www.vsa.org.sg

VSA(S) ART SPACE @ BEDOK

VSA(S) ART SPACE @ CHANGI

@vsa.singapore
@vsa.singapore

