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To create and provide access and opportunities for people with
disabilities through the arts.

A world where people with disabilities are empowered through the
arts, contribute to and integrate with the community.

Maureen Goh, Iris Chin, Tanya Singh

Arts & Disability Forum 2020 (Virtual Edition)
The Arts & Disability Forum returned for the fourth time from 7 to 9 October 2020, with the focus on “Cultivating
Collaborations, Increasing Access”, where discussions on increasing inclusivity for people with disabilities as
participants and co-creators in arts programmes were highlighted. Jointly organised by Very Special Arts Singapore
and the National Arts Council Singapore, partnered with Singapore International Foundation and supported by
British Council, the Arts & Disability Forum 2020 (ADF2020) brought together more than 10 speakers from Australia,
India, Malaysia, Singapore and the United Kingdom where they shared their diverse experiences and best practices.
ADF2020 was held virtually for the first time due to the COVID-19 pandemic. However, that did not deter participants
from signing up with more than 500 delegates from over 15 countries registering for the Forum to exchange ideas
on advancing inclusivity in the arts, through the carefully curated keynote presentations, panel discussions, breakout
sessions and online zoom workshops.
We would like to give our heartfelt thanks to all our partners, speakers, moderators and delegates for allowing this
Forum to be such a success, especially with pandemic constraints forcing the Forum to take on a virtual form. Do keep
a lookout for the Arts & Disability Forum in 2022!

Panel Discussion #1 – Collaborations | Ruth Fabby,
Stevens Chan, Jean Loo

Breakout A – Audience Development and Engagement | Alicia Teng,
Kavitha Krishnan, Paul Adams

Panel Discussion #2 – Incorporating Access | Caroline Bowditch,
Sofia Begum,Tan Beng Tian

Breakout B – Artistic Collaborations Across Abilities | Partho Bhowmick,
Dawn joy-Leong, Claire Teo, Peter Sau
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Dance Drama “Breakthrough Journey”
(Collaboration with Japan)
Over the course of five weeks, VSA(S)’s own dance artists,
Timothy Lee and Ammar Ameezy, worked ardently to perfect
their performance for the Dance Drama, “Breakthrough
Journey”. This project was organised by the Government of
Japan, the Agency for Cultural Affairs, The Japan Arts Council
(Japan Cultural Expo) and BiG-i International Communication
Centre for Persons with Disabilities, as a show of international
relations and support for the inclusion of people with disabilities.
Made possible with the support of choreographer/non-disabled
dancer Luqman and creative enabler Sook Kuan, as well as
3 other non-disabled dancers, Eileen, Yi Wei and Arianty, the
performance featured hip hop and breakdance inspired dance
moves that portrayed active and light hearted energy to match
the archetypal youthful characters that the dancers embody.
Along with four other dance films produced by Taiwan, Hong
Kong, Malaysia and Japan, our film was showcased in Osaka
in January 2021. The visibility of persons with disabilities is
prominent in the film, with one Deaf dancer and another dancer
with Down Syndrome, showing exciting progress in the realm
of representation for people with disabilities in Asian media
and performing arts. Hopefully, such diversity is able to inspire
people to believe in the abilities of people with disabilities.

“The universal nature of
dance and music allows for the
message and theme of the film
to transcend language barriers,
symbolising the importance
of art and its ability to unify
people across borders and
neurodiversity”.
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Artistic Stanzas: SWF Poetry Workshops
VSA(S) Out Loud is an annual event presented by VSA(S)
that features neurodiverse poets from our literary arts
programme, WORDS. 2020 marked our third year
collaborating with Writing Through, Jazz Association
(Singapore) (JASS), and Singapore Writers Festival (SWF).
Since 2017, the SWF has honoured us with the opportunity
to present our poetry at The Arts House. In 2020, with the
continuous support of SWF, VSA(S) Out Loud went into
the digital space. As per previous years, our neurodiverse
poets took part in poetry writing workshops facilitated by
Writing Through. This year, our poets produced five poems
and performed alongside JASS.
Additionally, 8 professional and emerging artists were
invited to create a multi-disciplinary body of work inspired
by the anchor poem, Perspectives (Even in a Bad Situation).
What emerged was a confluence of artistic expressions
from artists who are neurodiverse, deaf and disabled.
VSA(S)’s theme was “Connection”, complementing the SWF
theme “Intimacy”. With the pandemic’s social distancing,
human connection has been confined to the digital
space, and we hope that the works presented challenged
perceptions of human interaction and provided solutions for
overcoming this crisis as one united human race.

Claire Teo and Dawn-joy
Leong - To_ Theatre

Stephanie Esther Fam and
Parvinderjeet Kaur - Essence of
Intimacy

To find out more about VSA(S) Out Loud 2020, please head
to outloud.vsa.org.sg.

Timothy Lee and Tang Sook Kuan - Together

From L to R: Andrea Brankin, Kevin, Jacob, Angelene Chong, Joy (holding Peace
placard), Li Xiang, Klare, Teng Siheng, Jeffrey Tan, Josephine (holding Perspective
placard), Weixiang Tan, Jun Wei, Joe Lee.
Andrea Brankin and Angelene Chong are volunteers from Writing Through, while
Weixiang Tan, Jeffrey Tan, Joe Lee, and Teng Siheng are musicians from JASS. The
rest are neurodiverse poets from WORDS.)
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Grace Ng - Between Us

Eugene Soh - United Even in a
Very Bad Situation
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VSA(S) Out Loud x ITE
In the last quarter of 2020, student-volunteers from ITE
participated in our annual VSA(S) Out Loud project with
VSA(S) students.
There were 3 stages to the event. In the first stage,
ITE volunteers attended a writing workshop by our
partner, Writing Through, to hone their skills in creative
brainstorming and writing. Afterwards, they were put
into groups with VSA(S) students, where they co-wrote
beautiful and poignant poems together. Finally, the
volunteers themselves designed Instagram posts for their
poems to go on our Instagram page.
A total of 12 poems were produced from this collaboration
and we thank the ITE volunteers for being so enthusiastic
and forthcoming with their ideas.
For more volunteering opportunities, please contact
Vileen at vileen@vsa.org.sg.

New Beginnings, first Virtual
Exhibition
We were thrilled to announce “New Beginnings”, VSA(S)’s
first Virtual Exhibition alongside the launch of The Gallery
website. Now art seekers can find artworks by our artists
and support them with the ease of a click!
The first virtual exhibition draws inspiration from the need
to break away from the pandemic and to look at the “new
normal” in a hopeful way. The exhibition was graced
by Parliamentary Secretary of Ministry of Social and
Family Development and Ministry of Culture, Community
and Youth, Mr Eric Chua, as our guest-of-honour. One of
our musicians, Robert Tan, opened the exhibition with a
rendition of “I do it my way - Frank Sinatra”. To make
this virtual exhibition a success and all-inclusive, we
also had a sign language interpreter to help us with the
communication of the opening for our Deaf guests.
A total of 12 artists and 44 artworks with the intention to
spread hope, tranquility and vibrancy were part of this
virtual art event.
Exhibition Period:
26 September 2020 - 27 November 2020
To purchase the artworks, please
contact Yean at yean@vsa.org.sg.
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A Big Thank You to Keppel Charity Golf
VSA(S) is honoured to be one of the beneficiaries of the Keppel
Charity Golf Club 2020. Our Visual Arts Foundation Programme
students designed postcards for the event to show our appreciation
for the donors. A total of 26 students were involved in this project
who created their lovely thank you cards during class from
September to October 2020.

Project FUEL
We also participated in an International collaboration under Singapore
International Foundation (SIF) called the “Arts for Good Project: World
Wisdom Map” organized by Project FUEL from India. Dina, Isaac, Julian,
Bryanleo and Brendan, 5 of our Visual Arts Foundation Programme
students submitted an artwork each inspired by stories from overseas
countries on 20th of October 2020. We are super excited to share
their wonderful creations with all our readers and supporters. All of the
artworks are also exhibited online on the programme’s website:
https://worldwisdommap.com/artwork-exhibit?type=students

Pieces of Peace
Borderless Arts Tennessee recently organised an event
called the “Pieces of Peace” in memory of the founder
of the former VSA International, Jane Kennedy Smith.
We submitted 4 artworks by our students, Li Xiang,
Julian, Isaac and Bryanleo from our Visual Arts
Foundation Programme on 16th October, and the
selected artworks will be included in a digital postcardlike work of art. A total of 12 organisations from the
USA, Middle East and Singapore participated in the
project. The final artwork will be sent to the United
Nations, the US State Department and the Kennedy
Family. Here are the wonderful “pieces of peace”.
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Expressions of Love - VSA(S) Theatre
& Dance Experiential Workshop
In VSA(S)’s inaugural collaboration with Bizlink Day Activity
Centre - an organisation dedicated to assisting people with
disabilities in their efforts to become gainfully employed
- we conducted our very first pro-bono Theatre and Dance
Experiential Workshop for a group of their beneficiaries on
10th November 2020. Helmed by VSA(S) Head of Artistic
Development, Peter Sau, the 2-hour introductory workshop
included elements of expression, vocalisation, music and
dance.
The artistic exchange displayed in the workshop was an
unforgettable experience. Our trainers and support staff
were extremely invigorated by the talented individuals and
their enthusiasm for the performance. After the success of
the workshop, VSA(S) is excited to launch a full year art
programme for Bizlink Day Activity Centre as a step to provide
greater access and opportunities for persons with disabilities
through the arts.

Hook Coffee x VSA(S)
In between November to December last year,
VSA(S) collaborated with Hook Coffee on
a Christmas Special Hook Coffee Advent
Calendar.
8 of our beneficiaries from the Visual Arts
Foundation Programme created 24 unique and
beautiful artworks that were used as designs of
Hook’s coffee packages.
The Hook Coffee Advent Calendar was
available for purchase at Tangs, Takashimaya
as well as online. The 8 beneficiaries - Brandon,
Dina, Joshua, Joy, Royce, Janelle, Ethan and
Kevin, together with their parents - were also
interviewed to share more about the process
of creating the artworks. It was an extremely
enjoyable experience for the participants,
and we hope to take on many more such
collaborations in the future.

Performing For Joy and Hope
Themed “The Best Week Ever”, the 2020 SG Cares Giving Week celebrated the notion of giving in all forms and
hoped to rally the people, organisations and leaders in Singapore to come together to uplift those in need. This
year’s event marked the very first hybrid Giving Week with both virtual and offline activities for the public, featuring
in-person speeches by President Halimah Yacob and Mr Edwin Tong (Minister for Culture, Community and Youth) and
various group performances.
VSA(S) is proud to be involved as one of the streamed
performances, providing spirited and lively music using the
cajon, and putting on an energetic show for the public. Our
students, Jonathan, Nabil, Theodore and Daniel truly enjoyed
the unique experience and are grateful to have been given
the opportunity to spread joy to the public. The Covid-19
pandemic has indeed brought challenges and hardships to
society, especially for vulnerable individuals, making it all the
more important that we all must work together to support
each other.
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Singing Circle of Life: VS Choir at Purple
Parade
Even in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, demonstrations
of hope like The Purple Parade, a collaborative celebration for
the disabled community, persevered and garnered tremendous
support. Over 2,600 Singaporeans, including Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Leong and Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat, pledged
in a video montage to support inclusion and celebrate the talents
and hard work of these artists with disabilities.
The Purple Parade performances on 31 October 2020 were
spearheaded by The Purple Symphony, Rare Disorders Society,
and various other organisations. It was live-streamed on the Purple
Parade’s Facebook page with a special screening at the Suntec
Singapore Convention and Exhibition Centre. VSA(S)’s own VS
Choir performed a wonderful rendition of Circle of Life from
The Lion King as a segment of the concert, accompanied by an
instrumental interlude using a melodica. The message of finding
one’s place in the world and persevering through life’s troubles
struck a chord during these tumultuous times, and the music’s
soothing tranquility was a balm for the minds of the people today.
Our sincere gratitude goes out to Teacher Fran, and the following
choristers and their caregivers:

Alexavier

Aqiyah

Aryaan

Cher Xuan

Hassanah

Ian

Janel

Janna

Jia Yun

Joanne

Joey

Judd

Leann

Narisha

Sabrina

Samuel

Yong Le

Digital Painting Workshop – Bringing Art to the Screen!
VSA(S) organised our very first Digital Painting Workshop on 31 October 2020!
Raymond, See Mui, Mimi, Azmi, Bee Lian, Teck Mong and Eugene were our professional artists that
took part in this new age art workshop. The artists created various pieces on the iPad using the app,
Procreate, guided by Instructor Ms. Pang Chiaw Yong. Their practise pieces revolved around topics
such as self-portraiture, typography, animals, flowers and landscapes.
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ACG Ceramic - Warming-up with Red
After a whole year of trying to cope with the pandemic situation,
we were looking forward to the Lunar New Year celebrations.
To kick off this festive cheer, red mugs were prepared by VSA(S)
artists, Mimi, Nicholas, See Mui and Chin Siang!
2020 had been a difficult year for everyone. Now that our
space is ready for our beneficiaries with safety measures in
place to attend in person, we conducted a December ceramic
class to welcome everyone back and prepare them for exciting
2021 adventures.
Support our artists by purchasing one of these limited edition
mugs now!
Note: Each red cup is handcrafted and there are no 2 cups
alike.
For more information or purchase enquiries, please contact
Yean at 64486275 or yean@vsa.org.sg.

See What I See 2020
VSA Singapore’s Annual Art Competition - See What I See (SWIS)
held its 18th edition in 2020. The competition, an event organised
annually, is open to children, youth and young adults aged 6 to 35
years with disabilities. The call for submission started on 24 August
and closed on 5 October. We are truly heartened to have received
380 entries for artworks from all 3 categories from 24 special needs
schools and related organisations in Singapore despite the ongoing
pandemic.
Online Voting
Starting from mid November 2020 until mid January 2021, VSA(S)
conducted its first ever online voting for the SWIS public choice
award on our Facebook page. We created albums for each of
the 3 categories - Children, Youth, Young Adults – and invited our
followers to cast their votes for their favorite artworks. We received
an overwhelming response from the public throughout the two-month
voting period, with the winning entry belonging to the Children
category, with an astonishing 316 likes!
Judging
Three judges were invited for SWIS 2020 at VSA(S) Art Space @
Bedok on 18 December
- Mr Zaki Razak, Mr
Jeremy Hiah and Ms Zoe
Tan. The judges helped
us select the top three
artworks as well as five
merit
award
winners
from each category. The
full list of winners for
the competition will be
announced during the
online award ceremony
held in March this year. Do keep a lookout!
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“Through the Looking Glass“ by Kenneth Lee
VSA(S) together with our partner QUA, launched a new series
of lacquer merchandise titled “Through the Looking Glass” by
Kenneth Lee which featured a fish-eyed view of Singapore’s
iconic futuristic landmarks in October 2020. The detailed
and intricate linework of this collection highlights the beauty
of Singapore’s landmarks like the Singapore Changi Airport,
Jewel, SuperTrees Grove and Garden by the Bay. Kenneth is
a young talented artist from our artist-in-training programme.
He always takes great joy in seeing his artworks displayed
for the public. Kenneth also specialises in incredibly intricate
linework which translates beautifully on the lacquer products.
His most cherished ambition is to become a full-fledged artist,
an aspiration that is also supported by his parents. You can
support Kenneth by purchasing his lacquer from our website,
https://www.vsa.org.sg/product/lacquer-series-desk-set-traybusiness-card-stand-letter-mobile-phone-holder/.
For any purchase enquiries, please contact Yean at yean@vsa.org.sg or 6448 6275.

Christmas Merchandise by VSA(S)
During this Christmas season, we produced the perfect
gifts for everyone to have a safe and joyful celebration
with VSA(S)’s latest Christmas Collection. Special
thanks to our beneficiary Joy Koh from our Foundation
Visual Art Class for designing the templates and to our
volunteers for coloring the designs. This was our very
first time launching a collection that is designed wholly
by our beneficiary and volunteers. The collection
includes pouches and mask cases which can be
customised. The mask case was a hit with our
buyers!
For any purchase enquiries, please contact Yean
at yean@vsa.org.sg or 6448 6275.
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#EveryDropMatters
At VSA Singapore, we develop a person-centered
pathway for each of our beneficiaries. With your
support, our beneficiaries will be able to:
- Enable themselves to fulfil their dreams
- Empower themselves into full-fledged independent
professional artists
- Engage with the society and under-served communities
through the arts
Your donation of $30 or more, will enable possibilities
through art lessons and opportunities. Please give an
enabling Ang Pow this New Year! Let’s work together
to make dreams come true.

Bidding 2020 Farewell
We conducted our very first online Year End
Celebration on the eve of 19 December last year. A
total of 50 people attended the event, including our
beneficiaries, parents/caregivers, staff and interns.
There were lots of games and inspirational videos,
and everyone joined in to celebrate the organisation’s
numerous achievements in the last year despite the
pandemic.
Thank you everyone for your continuous support of
VSA(S)!

Donate now at http://bit.ly/vsasg-edm OR
Paynow to UEN: 199500567G and enter
“Every Drop Campaign” under UEN/Bill
Reference No.
Please note that for donations via paynow, tax
exemption is provided if you email your full name and
NRIC number to donate@vsa.org.sg.

Upcoming Events
SWIS 2020 Award Ceremony

20 March 2021

Virtual on Zoom

VOICES Annual Exhibition 2021

April/May 2021

VSA(S) Art Space @ Changi
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