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New Centre in Bukit Merah
Our third and latest centre at Bukit Merah (3779 
Jalan Bukit Merah, #03-02 Community Hub, 
Singapore 159462) was officially opened by Mr 
Edwin Tong, Minister for Culture, Community 
and Youth and Second Minister for Law on 14 
October 2022. 

“ART:DIS @ Bukit Merah boasts professional 
arts facilities such as a Black Box and Recording 
Studio that are designed to be inclusive, making 
it accessible to persons with disabilities. Such 
environments are a key thrust in our Enabling 
Masterplan, and integral in building a society 
where everyone, regardless of circumstances, 
can truly say they have a role and place in 
community,” said Minister Edwin Tong (left).

Programmes Across Multi-
Disciplinary Artforms 
We offer a variety of Foundation classes 
for students with differentiated learning 
needs to experience the arts – Angklung, 
Electronic Drums, Piano, Ukulele, Puppetry 
Art, Vocal Music, Malay Contemporary 
Dance, Hip-Hop, Digital Illustration, 
Animation and Fine Arts. Thanks to 
Temasek Foundation, many start from as 
low as $20.

PROGRAMMES Each year, ART:DIS engages over 450 students 
in more than 15 art programmes. Through our 
structured pathways in the visual and performing 
arts, students grow and develop in an inclusive space. 

ART:DIS is dedicated to creating 
learning opportunities for persons 

with disabilities, helping them 
unlock their potential and reach 
for excellence. Schedule a free 

consultation with the code below.

Inclusive Open House for the 
Community
Over 330 children and parents had loads of 
fun during our recent Open House. They tried 
their hand at various classes, watched piano 
performances and appreciated an art exhibition. 
Ms Ko, a parent who attended Open House 
with her daughter, shared: “I can see that the 
teachers of ART:DIS are very encouraging and 
patient. I’m glad there is a space that caters to 
special education needs children.”
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Beyond conducting weekly performing and 
visual arts classes across our centres in 
Bedok, Changi and Bukit Merah, ART:DIS also 
work with clients at various social service 
agencies.

Working closely with partners such as AWWA 
(left), BIZLINK, Christian Outreach to the 
Handicapped (below left), St. Andrew’s Adult 
Home and SUN-DAC (below right), we first 
understand their goals, clients’ needs and 
then create customised programmes which 
are delivered by our SPED-trained artist-
educators.

Till date, we have conducted over 35 
programmes in Vocal Music, Storytelling, 
Dance, Puppetry and Fine Arts to more than 
195 clients in FY2022/23. 

Partnership Programmes with 
Other Social Service Agencies

From enabling young students to explore 
their creative side, to engaging adults 
physically and mentally to improve quality of 
life, ART:DIS is committed to helping more 
PWDs experience the transformative and 
rehabilitative power of the arts. Find out 
more about what we do through this video – 
https://bit.ly/ARTDIS_AboutUs

Reach out to us at general@artdis.org.sg and 
let’s discuss how we can work together.



ReKindle is the Sculpture Society Singapore’s 
(SSS) annual exhibition which explores three-
dimensional practice in Singapore. With the aim 
to reignite passion and conversations around the 
form, SSS invited 7 of our artists to be part of 
the showcase at the Singapore Chinese Cultural 
Centre from 15–19 September 2022.

Joycelin Toh, Mimi Ng, Nicholas Tan, Siau Ek 
Jin, Tan See Mui and the late Chng Seok Tin 
contributed ceramic works that varied in technique 
as well as expression, adding to the rich diversity 
of the exhibition.

Dr Janson Yap is the Chief Risk Officer of the National 
University of Singapore, assisting the university with balancing 
strategic and operations risks, as well as preemptive and 
recovery paradigms. For his latest book, Why Me? Motivations 
and Expectations of the Worker in a Wicked World, he 
commissioned 6 of our artists to create artworks for his chapter 
headers. 

Amelia Tan, Floyd Thien (above left), Jared Lee, Joshua Tang, 
Noah Tan and Trevor Lee responded to the book’s theme about 
stresses during the pandemic and collaboration in a post-
COVID world, and created visuals that were also auctioned off 
to raise over $20,000 for ART:DIS. Many thanks to Dato’ Victor 
Tan from TOP International Holding and Datuk Ronnie Chong 
from Absolute Protech Sports for making this possible!

Collaborative 
Exhibition with 
Sculpture Society 

Artists Commissioned to 
Create Paintings for a Book
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Have an event or 
project and would 
like our students or 
artists to be a part 
of it? Email us at 

general@artdis.org.sg 
to discuss!

Commissions are 
one of many ways 

you can support our 
students’ and artists’ 

livelihoods.



Our Cajon team is a popular rousing act for 
many events and festivals! Their high energy 
performance to popular songs never fails to 
get audiences up on their feet. For instance 
last August during PAssionArts Festival, a 
movement by MCCY to make arts and culture 
accessible to the community, our cajon team 
collaborated with seniors from Tampines

Cajon Team 
Performs for the 
Community

Celebrating 
Christmas with 
Live Carolling
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Changkat’s resident network to deliver three songs (below). Their combined zest for music 
was so infectious that it secured them another gig with Ayer Rajah Community Centre. On 3 
September 2022 they went on to perform the same set in celebration of Mid-Autumn Festival, 
demonstrating how music can connect us all regardless of our differences. 

Singing is an excellent way to train one’s 
vocal chords and improve diction, and 
this is why our Vocal Music programme 
is one of the most popular amongst 
students with disabilities. To build their 
confidence we presented our first live 
carolling session on 26 November 2022 
at Changi City Point, where 18 of our 
vocalists belted out classic Christmas
carols and popular songs to shoppers. The session was so well-received that we brought it 
back for a second time at the Enabling Lives Festival on 4 December 2022. From the all-time 
favourite O Come, All Ye Faithful to the swinging I Got Rhythm that came replete with dance 
moves, our vocalists had a ton of fun singing with friends and performing for audiences.



Industry Mentorships 
to Build Capacities of 
Artists with Disabilities 

CAPABILITY-BUILDING & LEADERSHIP
As the leading charity in the intersection of Arts and Disability, ART:DIS sees its role in building 
and sharing best practices as we journey together with partners and disability practitioners in 
this space.

BEYOND DIS:PLAY is a two-year theatre training 
programme by ART:DIS, designed to expose disabled 
artists to a range of skills (physical theatre, screen-acting, 
music-making, dancing, singing) while simultaneously 
deepening their chosen practice through mentorships 
with industry professionals and collaborative
opportunities with the community. “This programme was borne out of the desire to open new 
pathways for talented, aspiring artists with disabilities, enabling them to grow professionally 
and close the gap as mainstream training is often not made accessible to them,” added Angela 
Tan, Executive Director of ART:DIS.

Last November, we had the privilege of staging 7 thought-provoking and innovative showcases 
for the 9 graduating mentees of the programme :
• Liminal Space by Yuki Neoh (below left), mentored by Ramesh Meyyappan
• Woman Flower by Claire Teo (above), mentored by Martin Ng
• The Lunar Interviews by Grace Ng (below middle), mentored by Verena Tay
• My Life, My Story by Jaspreet Kaur (below right), mentored by Haresh Sharma
• Emily of Emerald Hill by Wan Wai Yee (right, first image), mentored by Peter Sau
• Day I Met The Prince by Ivni Yaakub, Timothy Lee and Choo Jun Wei (right, second image), 

mentored by Peter Sau
• Wheel You Love Me? by Sky Shen (right, third image), mentored by Philip Tan



Reflections from the Mentees
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These were incubation works staged at our Black Box, bringing together more than 30 creative 
and industry professionals to realise a vision of inclusive art-making. After months of planning 
and rehearsals, the output of their passion was witnessed by over 900 audiences to resounding 
applause and standing ovations. The pioneer batch of mentees from BEYOND DIS:PLAY left an 
indelible mark, touching numerous lives including ours.

“This programme gives us 
a solid acting foundation. I 
now feel more prepared and 
confident for acting scenes. 
Their holistic approach to 
meet each mentees specific 
needs is also something I 
deeply appreciated. There 
is really no one size fits all 
mentality with ART:DIS.” 
—Yuki Neoh

“Training with ART:DIS has 
been a very positive and 
enriching experience. As a 
person with a disability, this 
programme has given me 
a stage, new skills and the 
motivation to always try by 
best.” —Jaspreet Kaur

“The arts scene in 
Singapore have 
always been very 
superficial for PWDs. 
There is not much 
quality due to the 
lack of training. 
However with 
the support from 
ART:DIS, enlightened 
artists can display 
works of art that are 
on par or even better 
than those in the 
mainstream.” —Wan 
Wai Yee

“BEYOND DIS:PLAY has a 
conservatory style training, 
providing the tools needed 
for disabled persons to level 
the playing field. I believe 
this to be a gateway for 
more disabled artists to self-
represent and self-empower 
through quality art-making, 
becoming leaders who 
will challenge norms and 
bring Singapore’s art scene 
towards deeper artistic 
breakthroughs.” —Claire Teo

“I have never worked 
with a playwright before 
but when I read Verena’s 
stories, I was enthralled 
by how poetic they were. 
Between her writing and my 
interpretation, it completely 
gave new meaning to the 
performance.” —Grace Ng

“Just like everyone else, 
PWDs have diverse dreams 
and aspirations. While the 
conversation on inclusivity 
still focuses on essential 
needs such as education, 
employment and healthcare, 
it is equally important to 
create possibilities for those 
who wish to engage in art. 
BEYOND DIS:PLAY has 
created that safe space for 
artists with disabilities to 
learn, work, grow and pursue 
our dreams.” —Sky Shen



Empowering 
Artists to Teach
International Day of Persons with 
Disabilities (PWDs) was first proclaimed 
in 1992 by the United Nations to raise 
disability awareness and advocate for the 
equal integration of PWDs in everyday 
life. ART:DIS is proud to be part of this 
movement and together with SGEnable, 
in conjunction with the Enabling Lives 
Festival, we presented a series of 
inclusive art workshops at ART:DIS @ 
Bukit Merah on 4 December 2022.Conducted by our SPED-trained 

instructors and artists, these workshops 
demonstrated our holistic approach to 
learning and was also an opportunity for 
our artists to lead by example. Through 
interactions with participants, our artists 
built their confidence in public-speaking. 
For instance, Abraham (above) who has 
dysphasia is encouraging a young boy 
to paint while Issac (right) is an autistic 
musician who is demonstrating how to hit 
a cajon. 

Over 330 PWDs and non-disabled 
individuals turned up to celebrate 
International Day of PWDs with ART:DIS. 
Through this event, we hope they have 
a deeper and broader understanding 
of PWDs, who are equally valued and 
contributing members of society.

Singapore Teachers’ Academy 
for the aRts (STAR) partners the 
National Institute of Education to 
enhance the quality of art and music 
education in local schools. 

To better support students with 
differentiated learning needs, STAR 
commissioned ART:DIS to help build 
teachers’ capacity in the area of 
inclusivity. Leading the discussion 
was Kelvin Sim, a mentee from our 
BEYOND DIS:PLAY programme.

Kelvin discussed his journey as a 
wheelchair user in creating and 
performing music, especially the 
barriers he faced. Many teachers 
remarked they have understand 
that accessibility is a prerequisite to 
building aspirations and artistry. 
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Congratulations to our Artists at the 
Goh Chok Tong Enable Awards
The Goh Chok Tong Enable Awards (GCTEA) recognises the contributions of persons with 
disabilities (PWDs) and encourages them to take their talents to the next level. On 1 December 
2022, 15 outstanding PWDs were honoured at a ceremony at the Istana with guest-of-honour 
President Halimah Yacob. 

ART:DIS is proud to have worked with 5 of the award recipients in their artistic journeys, 
including Lim Lee Lee who was a participant of SYNC Singapore, organised by ART:DIS. She 
received the GCTEA (UBS Achievement) award for her advocacy work. Other GCTEA (UBS 
Promise) award recipients who have collaborated with ART:DIS include:
• Claire Teo, mentee of our BEYOND DIS:PLAY programme, received the award for her 

advocacy in normalising disability. She is a visually impaired actor, educator, director, 
scriptwriter, lyricist and audio description advisor.

• Luo Mang, student from our VS Dance programme, received the award for her unwavering 
commitment to the arts. As a young autistic person, she has already performed on 
numerous stages as a dancer, pianist and violinist. 

• Jaspreet Kaur, mentee of our BEYOND DIS:PLAY programme, received the award for 
advocating for the rights of persons with Down syndrome. She is a dancer and teacher for 
the Diverse Abilities Dance Collective. 

• Ammar Nasrulhaq, creative collaborator in numerous ART:DIS projects, received the award 
for pushing the boundaries of his craft. He is a Deaf choreographer, performer and filmmaker 
who has helped bridged hearing and D/deaf communities.

“These individuals prove to us that there are no boundaries to what persons with disabilities can 
achieve when given the opportunity. As a society, we must strengthen our collective efforts to 
build a more caring and inclusive Singapore – one where persons with disabilities are enabled 
to pursue their aspirations, achieve their fullest potential, and participate as integral and 
contributing members of society,” said President Halimah Yacob.

Recipients of the GCTEA (UBS Promise) will each receive S$5,000, while recipients of the GCTEA (UBS 
Achievement) will each receive $10,000.



Celebrating Arts and Hearts at 
Inclusive Community Festival

PARTNERSHIPS Through strong partnerships, ART:DIS empowers 
our artists with opportunities to showcase their 
work, be profiled publicly, and earn an income. 

Shaping Hearts is an annual inclusive 
arts festival that showcases the creative 
expressions of persons with disabilities 
(PWDs). Organised by North East 
Community Development Council (NECDC), 
ART:DIS is proud to collaborate with them 
for the second year running to advocate 
for the normalising of disabilities in the 
community.

As Claire Teo (right), performing artist of 
ART:DIS and spokesperson for Shaping 
Hearts shared: “Having the event located 
in the heartlands is a strong statement that 
PWDs are everyday characters. We are 
often labelled as inspirational heroes. On the 
opposite side of the spectrum, many are

12 of our Professional Artists further 
exhibited 19 paintings at Shaping Hearts, 
with Dancing Landscapes II by Shiow Chai 
Hong even securing $9,000 at the closing 
ceremony’s live auction! Thank you NECDC 
for partnering with us to support inclusion.

(Left) Christina Lau, who is quadriplegic, 
is one of our exhibiting mouth artists at 
Shaping Hearts. She is pictured telling 
President Halimah and Mayor Desmond 
Choo more about her artwork An 
Enchanted Garden.   

seen as vulnerable, victims in need of fixing, Our portrayal on media and stage are thus not 
comparable to mainstream standards of artistry and professionalism. Shaping Hearts thus 
provides an opportunity for us to speak our truths openly, take pride in our expertise and be 
recognised for it.”

Together with ART:DIS Board of Director, Dr Azariah Tan (above), they showcased their 
beautiful synergy during the opening ceremony. In the presence of Guest-of-Honour President 
Halimah Yacob, Claire sang ‘Habanera’ from the opera Carmen and ‘For Good’ from the musical 
Wicked whilst accompanied by Azariah, who also demonstrated his musicianship on the piano 
with a Mozart solo.



11

Performing with International Cast 
at the Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre

Breakthrough Journey tells the story of a young boy who despaired at the circumstances 
in his life, until he met a girl who taught him to be brave and to pursue his dreams to be a 
photographer. Co-created by over 80 dancers from 6 regions in Japan and 4 SEA countries, 
including ART:DIS from Singapore, this performance finally made its debut on stage at the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre on 1–2 October 2022 to full houses!

It was months in the planning, including many late-night rehearsals for our hip-hop crew, but 
it was well worth it. Together with other non-disabled dancers, they stood side-by-side on the 
mainstage, dishing out complicated footwork, lifts and jumps to tell a story about hope and 
courage. Thank you to BiG-I International Communication Center for Persons with Disabilities, 
the Agency for Cultural Affairs and Japan Arts Council for inviting us to be part of this project. 
It was an unforgettable experience that would go down as one of our top highlights in 2022!

ART:DIS hip-hop crew included Down Syndrome artist Timothy Lee, Deaf artist Ammar Ameezy, and non-disabled 
dancers Luqman B As’ad, Eileen Tong, Nur Arianty and Kenric Tan.
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Designing Great 
Packaging for 
Hook Coffee

Advocating Inclusion with the 10th 
Anniversary of the Purple Parade

For a third year running, homegrown 
brand Hook Coffee collaborated with 
13 ART:DIS’s students to dream up 
packaging for 24 novelty coffee flavours 
that make up their Advent Christmas 
Calendar.

Armed with prompts about each coffee’s unique taste profile, students tapped into their 
imagination and drew how each coffee sachets’ packaging would look like for customers. 
“Jun Kai took the initiative to do research before deciding upon each design. He would source 
for images of the ingredients online and observe product packaging when we’re at the 
supermarket,” added Mrs Koh, one of the participating student’s mother. Lovingly packaged 
in a fun box, these were then sold across major departmental stores and grocery retailers 
in Singapore. Many local coffee lovers were delighted at the creative flavours and colourful 
illustrations, as seen on social media.

The Purple Parade is Singapore’s largest movement that celebrates persons with disabilities. 
ART:DIS is proud to be part of their 10th anniversary and on 29 October 2022, 12 of our dancers 
took to the stage to dance the finale segment of the event’s concert at Suntec City.

Specially choreographed to demonstrate the diversity of expressions both in dance and 
amongst persons with disabilities, the performance was a seamless blend of Chinese folk, 
classical ballet and hip-hop elements. This East meets West meets Street piece was a fitting 
piece to mark the end of a week-long advocacy campaign to support inclusion, delivering a 
unifying message of how differences make us stronger as a community.

Our dancers who took 
part in this inclusive 
stage were Ariel, 
Ahaana, Brian, Dylan, 
Germaine, Isaac, Joey, 
Myron, Shaun, Timothy, 
Wen Jie and Yusuke!



Empowering 
Individual Voices at 
Singapore Writers 
Festival
The Singapore Writers Festival is the region’s 
premier literary arts festival and for its 25th 
anniversary, it reflected and provoked audiences 
with the theme ‘IF’.

At their invitation to imagine, ART:DIS

This process and literary works 
were revealed in a showcase at 
the Arts House on 10 November 
2022. With heartbreaking 
honesty, participants utilised 
the platform to represent 
themselves for the first time. 
Their moving performing 
touched many and helped 
strengthened the fabric of 
society by embracing inclusivity. 
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collaborated for the fourth time with Jazz Association (Singapore) to present What If ‘I’ Is Not 
Me – a safe platform for socially marginalised individuals to voice their true selves and raise 
awareness of the differing international aspects of marginality.

Through closed-door workshops (below), 7 persons with and without disabilities aged 30–70 
years old were given space to let their voices be heard. With our artists Shalom Lim, Dr Dawn-
joy Leong and Claire Teo leading the conversation, participants uncovered the power dynamics 
that mold them to negotiate and fit into expectations of society and wrote poems and 
monologues to express their authentic identities.

Advocating Inclusion with the 10th 
Anniversary of the Purple Parade



Putting our Way to Greater Inclusion 

“Arnold Palmer said golf is without a doubt the greatest game mankind has ever invented. I would 
further add that the golfers themselves are by far the most generous,” declared Andrew Liew, 
Chairman of ART:DIS at our Charity Golf on 28 October 2022. 

At the conclusion of the event at Tanah Merah Country Club, which witnessed 128 players 
competing on the course and attending a dinner auction in support of artists with disabilities, over 
$330,000 was raised for ART:DIS. We would like to express our heartfelt appreciation to all who 
donated funds and resources to help us realise our goal of enabling, empowering and engaging 
more persons with disabilities in the arts.
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Special thanks goes out to the following as well:
• NTT Data Asia Pacific for being our Presenting 

Sponsor.
• Mercedes Benz and Philip Stein for being our Hole-

In-One sponsor.
• Mr Tan Kiat How, Senior Minister of State of Ministry 

of Communications and Information and Ministry 
of National Development, for being our Guest-of-
Honour.

• Andy Lau and Dian Wibowo, Directors of Bravo 
Lifestyle, for being our event organiser.

• Parent volunteers for welcoming golfers in the 
morning, and our parent network for sponsoring 
beer on the course.

• Artists Christina Lau, Eugene Soh, Joshua Tang, 
Kamal Dollah, Nicole Koo, Raymond Lau, Wesley 
Seah, the late-Chng Seok Tin, the VS Dance Team 
and StrawberryStory for contributing their artistry 
during our dinner segment.

With one fundraising event down, we have another 
in the works. On 12 May 2022, we will be organising a 
Gala Dinner. Keep a look out for it or email donate@
artdis.org.sg for more details!
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Thought Leadership Platform 
on Arts Access and Inclusion for 
Persons with Disabilities

Organised by ART:DIS and the National Arts 
Council, the Arts & Disability Forum (ADF) 
brings together international and local 
speakers across the arts and disability sector 
to share their diverse experiences, providing 
a space for learning and reflection on best 
practices in the field of disability arts and 
access. 

The theme of ‘Enabling Aspirations, 
Diversifying Pathways’ spotlights the 
continuum of access available to D/deaf, 
disabled and neurodiverse persons in the 
arts, from community-based programmes to 
programmes that support their professional 
development and leadership

Through plenary talks, panels, performances 
and workshops, ADF2023 spotlights the 
development of inclusive environments and 
creation of collaborative practices facilitated 
with and led by persons with disabilities 
(PWDs). Keynote speakers include:

*Information reflected herein is accurate as of time of printing in mid-January.

To find out more about ADF2023 or register for the programme, visit
 http://www.adf2023.sg*

Singapore Sign Language interpretation and live captioning will be provided 
at ADF2023. Whenever possible, audio description will also be embedded.
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